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Refexence Ho. 32/0/78

In the Vatter of Bathford Recreation Allotment
Bathford, Avon.

DECISTON

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land lmowm as
Bathford Recreation Allotment, Bathford, being the land comprised in the
land Section of Register Unit No. VG 72 in the Register of Town or Village
Greens maintained by the former Somerset County Council of which no person
is reglstered under sectlon 4 .0of the Commons Reglstratlon Act 1965 ag the ownero.

Following upon the publlc notlce ‘of this reference the Bathford Parlsh Council

claimed to be the freehold owner of the land in question and Mr T V E Durrant,

2 wember -of the staff of the Commons, Open Spaces and Footpaths Preservation
Soclety,clalmed to have information as to its ownership.

I held a hearlng for the purpose of ingquiring into the questlon of the
ownership of the land at Bath on 13 July 1978.

At the hearing the Parish Council was represented by Mrs M K Cooper, its Clexk.

ilrs Cooper stated that she believed that the land in question was awarded in
the Bathford Hill and Warleigh Coamon Inclosure.Award made in 1869 as a public
footway, but she was unable to identify it on a copy of part of the map referred
to in the award which she produced. Mr Durrant, on the other hand, stated in
a letter that the land was allotted and awarded to six several persons subject
to the obligation of preserving the surface thereof in good condition and of
permitiing it to be at all times used for exercise and recreation by the
1nhab1tants of the parlsh and neighcournood

In the absence of any clear evzdence T am not satisfied that any person is

the owner of the land, and I shall accordingly direct the Avon County Council,

as registration au*horlty, to register the Bathford Parish Counc1l as the owner -
of the land under section 8(3) of the Act of 1965. :

I am required by regulatlon 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations
1971 to explain that a person agsrieved by this decision as being erronecus-
in voint of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of ‘the
decision is sent to him, requlre me to state a case for the decision of the
High Court. -
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Dated tnis 1T _day of Eghzj | 1978

CHEIER COILIDNS CQOIMIS3ION:R



