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COMYONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference No. 13/9/76

In the Hatter of Hanpotsfield Common,
Mangotsfield, Kingswood Districi, Avon

DECIGICH

This reference relates to the guestion of the ownership ol land xnown as
Mangotsfield Common, containing (according to the Register) about 1.5 acres,
angotsfield, Kingswood District being the land comprised in the Land Section
of Register Unit No. CL. 36 in the Register of Common Land maintained by the
Avon County Council (formerly Gloucestershire County Council) of which no
serson is registered under section 4 of the Commons Registiration Act 1665

as the owner.

Following upon the public notice. of this reference no person claimed to be
the freenold owner of the land in question and no person claimed to have
irforration as to its ownersiip.

I held a hearing for the pursose of inguiring into the cuestion of the
ownersaip of the land at Dristol on 1l Marcn 1976. 4t the nearing, wingswood

Disirict “ouncil were represented by Mr J Snell, assistant administrative oificer.

who was from 1972 to 1974 clerk ard for 4 years pefere 1G72 deputy
c tangotsfield Urban District “ouncil (the registraticn was macde on
thei plication) in the course of his evicence said (in effact):= e zas lived
ir tne district all his life. The land ('the Unit Land") comprised In tXis
e

Register Uhit, is a triangular piece on the north side of and onen to MNor:thwcote

Sond {from Dowrend to DBridgeyate); norta of the Unit Land, there are (or were

ntil trney were pulled down and replaced under a housing scheme for old pecple)
rke

u

a rurser of old (about 300 years) cottages. The Unit Land is an onen space,

2 valuable amenity for all living in the neardy nouses, and for others, Uz to
about 7 or 10 yedrs ago, the Unit Land was laid out as a children's alayground

with slides and other such eguipment, wiich fell into disrepair; the Unit Land
aving zecome dangerous for children (owinz to the increase ol moior traffic)
and there being another safer playground nearby, the aquipment was removed Ty

+ma Tigtrict Council. The bnit Land was included in the 3Scherme asoroved(eon

24 September 1935) under the Commnons act 1369 and was sudjeci to Byelaws made

and aporoved (on 21 January and 16 Harcn 193%6) under trne Scheme; these are

shown on a notice board on the Unit Lané. The Council has no title deeds
relating to the Unit Land, but they and their predecesscrs have alwayrs raintained
no lord of a manor or other person has ever claimed ownersnin.
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After the kearing, Mr Snell sent me a print of the Byelaws Zori'the pieces ST land,

w4itn the ponds, paths and roads thereon commonly known as MangoisIield Commons
situate in the parish of Hangotsfield Urzan'. '

Tre situation of the Unit Land is such that it mignht
arenerty, which would by operaticn ol law Jawvolve on
ctheruize owned, in the circumsiances descridec
- kg emmltes aF R lo::’ Sermemp TN
cn the maxing oI ine = 20 SLBTE QT Sutor
i Svom the evidence summarised agove that
it is practically certain that such possessicn
»33icn i3 eguivalent to ownership.
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Tor these reasons 1 am satisfied that the Council are the cowners of ihe land, an
I shall accordingly direct the Avon Counity Council, as ragis tion authority,
lané under sactisn (20

5 register Hingswood District Council as the ovmers ol

of the Act of 1985,

I am resuired by reguiation 30(1) of the “omm
to exnlain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being errcneous in voint
E H =151 3 Lo MLl
sf law mav, within 6 weels from the date on which rotice of the decision is sent
i

i
to rim, require me to state a case for the decizion of the High Court.
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s el O e 7. l e
ated this 20 day of //&NfL-""' B 1970

Cormons Commissioner



