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' COMMONS REGIGTHATION ACT 1965 ' - o
'Reference No 2/U/71

"In the Hatter of Midghsm Green, Midgham,
Newbury R.D., Berkshire

DECISION

This reoference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as Midgham
Green, Midgham, Newbury Rural District being the land comprised in the Land Section
of Repister Unit No CL. 78 in the Regisgter of Common Land maintained by the Berkshire
County Conncil of which no person is registered wnder section  of the Commons
Repistration Act 1965 as the owner,

Following upon the public notice of this reference no person claimed to be the
frecheld owner of the lend in auectiod, Wewbury Rural District Council in a letter
dnted 2 January 1973 sent to the Clerk of the Commons Commissioners said that the
land is owned by Midgham Parish Council under a conveyance dated 23 Sentember 1955
the parties involved beins as stated later in this dec151on. Ko ofther person claimed
to hnve 1nformwt10n as to its ownership.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of .the ownership
of the land at Reading on 21 Morceh 197%. The hearinpg was attended by Hidgham Pﬂrlqh
Couneil who were reprosented by Hr J A Rowe, their clerk.

Fir iowe who has been clerk of the Parish Council for the last 4 years (and also
deputy clerk of Hewbnry Rural District Uouncil for the last 3 years) gave evidencn.

fle produced a converance dated 23 September 1955 made between (i) the Rt Hon G H H
Farl of Clarendon (ii) Thomss Caliley (Umton) Limited (iii) Mrs F A Brown and
(iv) Ehe Parish Council by which after recitine that the Tarl of Clarendon w:s "eised
for zn estnte in fee simple of the property snd that lirs Brown being a subpurchascr
of it wns desirous of freely conveying it to the Farish Council it was ”1tnos50d that the
parties otler than the Parish Council (Hrs Brown doing so frely and voluntarily)
conveynd land demcribed az ",,, situate,.. containing ,700 of an acre ... and rﬂnnrﬂllj
knovm ag Hidghom Green ... delineated ,.. on the plan annexed ..." to the Parish
Council.

Mr Rowe who had known -the land comprised in this Rerister lUnit for 4 years
identified it with the land described in »nd conveved by the conveyance. It is 2n onim
nvea of erass lond. It is the only Green in the Villare ond is a valuable amenity,
A l1ittle north of the centre there is a dip well, formerly used by the adjoininp cottroer
{(hefore water wns piped to the Villare) as their water supply. Between -the west and the
south boundary there is a se=t which was erected, and is maintained by the Parish
Council: they also maintain a road or track along this bhoundary. The Parish Council
have arranged with a loenl farmer to cnt the. grass. 'The. conveyance is held by Mr Rowe
on behalf of the Parish Council.

~ On the evidence outlined above I am satisfied that Hidgham Parish Council is the
owner of the land, ond I shall nccordingly direct the Berkshire County Gouncil, as ,
registration authorlty to resister Midgham Farish Couneil a6 the ovner of the land under
section 8(2) of the Act of 1965,



41

I em required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971 to
explain that a person agrrieved by this decisi

Slon as being erroneous in voint of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on which n

otice of the decision is sent to him,
reqmre me to state a case for the deécision of the High Court,

Dated this 3.7/‘(_ ‘day’ of /L(r’«/C’L - 1973 |

a- . a . % e éée....,' ‘;Lu(dr.\,-

Commons .Commigsioner



