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COIZONS REGISTRATION ACT 1265 L Reference No. 202/U/A1

In the Matter of the Village Green, Horton,
- Windsor and Maidenhead District, Berkshire

DECISION

This reference relates to the gquestion of the ownership of land containing
about Q.13 of an acre kxnown as the Village Green, Horton, Windsor and lMaidenhead
District being the land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit Ho. VG53
in the Register of Town or Village Graens maintained by the Bsrikohire County
Council of which no person is registered under section 4 of the Commons
Registration Act 1965 as the owner. '

Following upon the public notice of this reference Horton Parish Council (letter
of 11 June 1975) said “that the land had been administered and maintained by the
Council for as long as any resident can rememder and incorporates the villazge War
Memorial for two world wars, 1314-18 and 1933-45. No persen claimed to be the
freehold owner of the land in question and no other person claimed to have
jnformation as to its ovmership. T ) B

T held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the ownership
of the land at Jindsor on 13 July 1378.. At the hearing Horton Parish Council .
were represented by Mr E Raymer their Chairman.

Wy Rayner, who was borm in the parish in 1891, has lived there almost ever since
except the 1914-18 war), been a member of the Parish Council for 30 years ani
crairpnan for 25 years sald (in g2ffent)s= The land is a gmall triznmular picca al
the junction of three roads. The north part (about one third of the whole) is
consecrated and on it stands the Yar Memorial. In the centre there is a very old
elm tree; there is a record of it having been planted in 1726 by William Ashton,
the landlord of the nearby public house as a memorial to his daughter who was
1illed when a maypole broke; recently the Parish Council arranged, bscause ihe
tree is dying, for its head to te cut off. The whole area apart Iron the ilemorial
and the tree is grassed land. He thought that the Parish Council could clain
"squatters rights", having done the work on the Village Creen for tha last
33 years; they paid ior the work on the tres (he produced the racaint of South
Trae Surzgeons Ltd for carrying this out: with vat £213.16), and they paid Tor
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the mowing, although thezo s & +ima +hiu hod been done volwntarily by =ow

On the day after the hearing I inapscted the land. It is of attroctive
zomarently wall maintuiied. Yuring rezard to vhat ilr Ragmer said, I son
that it at least belongs io the Parizh within the pooular meaning of thase w
ond that tho Parish Coxacil are in sosasssion in circumstansa2s in v
vactically certain that their possession will not bo disturoad. o
4sh cirsuasiances is eguivelent fe s-mership, and T am therefor? o
3 Darizl Counsil arz the ounwers of tha 1luznl, and I shall careravdin gl
~kshire County Council as rezistration authority, tn registear Hori
suncil ac the owmers of the land under section 8(2) of the Act ol 1
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I an requirad by rezulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971 to
ex@lain that a person aggrieved by this derision as being erronsous in voint of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to him,
Tequire me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this (» 0 — gay o Qcbiir 1978
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Commons Commissidner



