97

CO:Z0HS REGTSTRATION ACT 1965 Reference Mo 203/U/13

In the }atter of Horze Pond, Bledlow Ridge,
Bledlow—cum—-Saunderton, Buckinghamshire.

DECTSION

This reference relates to the question of the owmership of land known as

Horse Pond, Bledlow Ridge, Bledlow-cum-Saunderton being the land comprised

in the Land Section of Register Unit MNo. CL 124 in the Register of Common Land
meintained by the Buckinghamshire County Council of which no person is registered -
. under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the ownex.

Pollowing upon the public notice of this reference the Bledlow—cum—Saunderfon‘n
Parish Council claimed to be the freehold ovner of the land in auestion and
no other person claimed to have information .as to its owmership.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inguiring into the question of the ovmership '
of the land at Aylesbury on 28 June 1978.

At thc hearlnr the Parish Council was repregentea by lts Clerm, r J A Glbson°

" The land in questlon vas allotied by the Inclosure Award dated 14 August 1812
made under the Bledlow Inclosure Act of 1809 (49 Geo. III, cacV).

i Gibson argzued that the Parish Council was the owvmer of the land as successor
auvthority under the Avard. The Award, however, did not allot the land to
anybody, but only geve to the mmblic a right to use as a watering place. In
the absence of specific vords allotting the land to some person or authority,
it would remain vested in the previous owmer, presumably the lord of the manor.

. Mr Gibson zuve evidence that the Parish Council had taken possession of the
pond,. bat since his knowledge only goes back for seven years, I am unable to-
hold that the Parish Council has acquired a pos sessory title by adverse possession.

On.the available evidence I am not satisfied that any person is tha ovmer of the
land, aad it will therefore remain subject to protection under section 9 of the
© Aet of 1965, : '

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Cormmons Commissioners Regulations
1971 to explain that a person aggrieved by this.decision as being erroneocus
in oeint of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the
decision is sent to him, require me to state a case for the decision of the
High Court. : '
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