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CO:MONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference No 20/U/7%

In the Matter of The Strands,
Rusland, Colton, South Lakeland
District, Cumbria

DECTSION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land kmown as

The Strands, Rusland, Colton, South Lakeland District being the land comprised
in the Land Section of Register Unit No CL. 75 in the Register of Common Land
maintained by the Cumbria (formerly Lancashire) County Council of wnich no’
person is registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965

as the owner. . : :

Following upon the public notice of this reference no person claired to be
the freencld owner of the land in questiorn and no person claized %o have
informaticn as %o its ownerchip.
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Mr Park said (in effect)zf Between the Unit Land and 0S5 No 277 there is a fence
with a gate. When he first kmew it, the Pool was a 1little pool with a bed
containing much gravel and .sand. The River Board have excavated this gravel
and sand and dumped it on the Unit Land which adjoins; they first camein about
1967, and since they have eome every three or four years. The Board before
doing this asked for his permission, which he gave; this was during a
conversation in about 1970.

Three days after the hearing I inspected the Unit Land. It is now for the most
part a flat gravel-covered area on which cars (6 easily; there would be room for
more) can be conveniently halted in beautiful and secluded surroundirgs. On the
west side of the Unit Land the grounds slopes steeply down to the Pool; so the
road or track marked on the Register map as crossing the Unit Land, except at

the southeast corner where it enters the Unit Land, as a distinet track does

not exist, and provides for vehicular traffic no access to the one time ford

and to the road or track leading westward from it; however there is nearby
footpath (with a footbridge over Forge Beck) so pedestrians are not inconverienced.
Tt seemed to me likely that the main purpose of the excavation done by the

iver Board was to improve the flow of the water, but their activities appear

to have incidentally made an attractive n»icnic spot. '

Eaving regard to the zctivities of the River Board, there may Ye some doubt
whether the road or track shovm on the 3egister map as crossing the Unit Lan:z

is a hizhway. However this may be, there is no reason why I should not for *he
benefi* of lMr Park give full effect to the 1964 converance as expressed, and I
conclude therafore *hHat he is the owner of the part of the Tnit Land north of
the middle line of <he =oad or track (now non-existent) shown on the Regiszter
nap. .
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