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COIPMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965
' Reference Noe 209/U/26

In the Matter of Dolton Beacon,
Torridge Distirict, Devon

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land containing about
1% acres known as Dolton Beacon, Ashreigney, Torridge District being the land
comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit No. VG 96 in the Register of Town
or Village Creens maintained by the Devon County Council of which no person 1is
registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference no person claimed to be the
freenold owner of the land in cuestion or to have information as %o its ownersiipe

Hr ¢ D Squwibb &C Chief Commons Commissioner held a hearing for the purpose of
inquiring into the question of the ownership of the land at Zxeter on 4 April 1978.
There was no appearance at the hearing, and he gave a decision dated 21 April 1978 -
saying that in ihe absence of any evidence he would pursuant to section 8(3) of

the 1965 Act direct the registration of Ashreigney Parish Council as owner.

On trhe application of iir Richard Dudley Middleton (his solicitort!s letter dated
30 April 1979), the Chief Commons Commissioner set asice his said decision and
reonened the hearing.

T neld the reopvened nearing at Barnstaple on 26 March 1981« At this hearing
(1) .ishreismey Parish Council were represented by Mr G J Partridge their chairman
o

‘and (ir ¥ I Harris their vice chairman; and {2} :r R D !liddleton was represented
0 “ucson colicitor: wiih Chanter Burrington & Foster, Solicitors of

in ~mestion is dounded on he norih west by the 33217 road amd on iz
ast Ty the 23320 road and is irmediately south of where these roads CIvOSSe

ur Partridze said that he understood that ir R D Middleton is the owner of the
jand, that cefore ne oought it 2 orevious owner had ziven to the local inhabitants
-3 riznt of recreation over it and that the Parish Council wished to preserve tnis
rishte lr Herris said that in an old minute bookx of the Parisn Council it wes
recorded in 1233 that the Devon County Council wished to take for the improverent
of +he crossroads a small piece of land which was north of and then formed par: <f
tne land now in question, that such Council were satisfied that Hr iliddleton s
the ovmer, and then paid to the Parish Council £2 for the loss of their righi of
recreaiion. Lir Harris explained that Mr R 4 Middleton the 1933 owner was the
father of [Ir 2 D Middletone - .

ur udson produced: (1) a convevance and deed of partition dated 24 June 1927 2y
wnich there was conveyed io .ir Richard Albert iliddleton the lands therein described
including OS lloe 42: Dolton 3eacon: Cottage % Meadow: 1793 acres; subject "to an
oblization %o oreserve ihe surface thereof and to permit the same to be at all

times used as a place of exercise and recreation for the inhabitants of the said
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the said road or lane and which extends from aline southeast o the Church
to the said 3ypass, and (3) a piece ("the South Piece') which is south of
the said lane or road which is almost due south of the Church.

Mr Pitts-Tucker said (in effect):- The Church is at the present redundant

(for worship), but is much visited ,being architecturally of great interest,
perhaps by as many as 4,000 peovle annually... His clients had been in touch
with Redundant Churches Establishment with a view to the Northwest Piece and
the Northeast Piece being taken over by them. He identified all the Unit Land
(as it now is) as being within the description above quoted from the 1956
conveyance, being a description substantially the same as that contained in
the Scnhedule to the 1941 assent. Although the South Piece was included in the
1956 conveyance and the 1541 assent, his clients did not claim this because
they had (as appeared from the endorsement on the July 1556 conveyance) by a
-conveyance dated 29 September 1956 cdnveyed it to Miss G W D Rouse (she died
30 November 1972 and letters of administration to her estate were granted to
her sister ¥rs I Jones).

On the documents nroduced by Mr Pitts=-Tucker, I am satisfied that Mr and Frs Lindsay
are the owners of the Morthwest Piece and of the iHortheast FPiece and I shall
accordingly direct the Devon County Council as registration authority to

register the Zon James Louls Lindsay and iirs 2ronwen I%y Lindsay both of

Zeddon ZHall, Parracombe as the owners of these parts 5f the land under section 8(2)

- of the iet of 1365,

A5 to the South Piece:~ In the absence of any evidence as to the contents of the
1835 convevance to iiiss ouse, or as to the devolutiosn of any ownership which
she may nave acguired under it, I cannot make any finding as to the possible
ownership of !'rs Jounes or any zuccessor in title of nhers, There was rno evidence
that any other ctercen could be tiie owner., .ccordinzly I am not satisfied that
any cerson is the owner of the South Piece arnd I snall accordingly direct Devon

" Sounty Council to register farracombe Farish Council as the owner of the land under
section 2(2) 2f *he fct of 1965, '
I am required oy regulation 3C(1l} of the Commons Comuissioners Regulations 1971
to explain that a rerson aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in point
of law may, within 6 weeks from thé date on which notice of the decision is sent
to him, reaquire me to state a case for the decision of tre Zign Court..

Dated this (3 day of ;7 1673
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