COLZIOI'S REGISTRATION ACT 1965

Reference o, 10/T/1

In the liatter of Havthorn Common,
Jorton, Dorset {(1o.1)

DECISION

This dispute relates to the registration at Entry I'o.1 in the Rights
section of Register Urit YNo. C.L.17 in the Register of Common Land maintaired
oy the Dorset County Council and is occasioned by Objection Ho.325 made by
Robert Thorne Limited 2nd noted in the Register on 3rd June 1971.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the dispute at
‘Yimborne llinster on 9th ilarch 1972. The hearing was attended by lr.A. Belcher,
Clerkt of the Horton Parish Council, and iir. .. Horton, counsel for the
objectors.

Ir. John Harness, of 111 Talbot Road, Bournemouth, anpplied %o register
as attached to "Canford Denme", 60 'iroxham Road, Brari<some, the following
rignts of common:-

(1) Right of cormon of pasture for one horse, one peony, one donkey,
two goats, six zeese

(2) Right to keep four beehives

(3) Rights of estovers, turbary, herhage, fuel wood, leaf mould, bracken,
sand, gravel, berries, nuts, moss and heather over the whole of the
land comprised in this register unit.

¥r, Harness did not appear and was not renresenied at the aearing, but a
letter dated 2nd July 1971 to the objectorswas nroduced. In this letter
lr, Harness said:-

'3y claim is based upon residential, cottagers' rights, ancient borough,
parish, mancrial, or prescriptive rigits, and owners of the hereditanents
referred to, have since childheod enjoyed common rizhis over these
commor:lands, as have their forebears befere thenm".

Part of the land comprised in the Register Unit was conveyed to the
ovjectors by the Shafiesbury Zstates Couwpany on 3Cth July 1951. ir. Clirfford
James Thorne, a director and chairman of the objectors had, however, tmomn
the land since 15610. In evidence ir. Thorne said that ithe land which the
objectors owned was woodland and scrub. There is no turf and no bracizen, and
the land is not worth the expense of reclaiming for wvasture. Ir. Therne bad
never seen any animals grazing on it, nor had he ever seesn any teehives,
Similar evidence was given by .lr. Zvelyn Rose Tubbs, waho now lives in a house
near to the land in question and has !mown the land since about 1%27. Ilr.Tuohs



gaid that he did not know llr. Harness and had never even heard of nlm before
ne made his claim,

In my view .r. Harress's registration is entirely without foundation,
and for these reasons I refuse to confirm i%.

I also regard this registration as frivolous,and I shall order
ir, Harness to pay to iIr. Thorne the costs 1ncurred by him in respect of
these proceedings to be taxed according to County Court Scale 2,

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners
Regulations 1971 to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being
erroneous in noint of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice
of the decision is sent %o him, require me to state a case for the decision
of the Tizh Court,

Dated this ZL&hday of llarch 1972.

Chief Cormeons Cermmissicner



