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CCoi0N5 REGISTRATION ACT 1665 ‘ Reference los, 2.Lu/ /;;-j(
In the <atier of Ckelord UIlL,

Crhelord Fitu lno, Zoraet
DICTITON
Trese disputes relate to the regisirzzion at Zniry o. 51/1 ia the Land Jection
of Reglster Unif Jo. VG.OLl in the Rezisier of Town or Village Greens mainiained

by the “orset County Council and are occasioned by Cbjection o. 1096 made ay

Mr 3 Trowbridge, Objection Ho. 1097 made by Mr M W J eaden, Objection No, 246
made oy «r C Ellis, Objection Wo. 409 macde oy the County Council, and Objection
Yo, 961 also made by tne County “ouncil and all noted in the Register on 1bth ray

1573.

I neld a hzearing for the purvose of inguiring into the dispute at Dorchester on

8ta vanuary 1976, The hearing was z:iiondad by lrs R Colyer for the Ramdlers’
Assoclation, the apnlicant for the registration, riry R Wol‘en, solicitor, on
benall ¢f M Trowbridge, Mr D M lerris, soliciteor, on “onalL I ¥ Header.,

¥r S Rutter, sclicitor, on behalf of iirs J W Young &nd lrs ! J ? Younz, successors
in title of ¥r 2Z1lis, and ¥r D S Harmner, solicitor, on be alf of tae ZTounty Courncil,
who informed me that he was instructed not fo pursua Objection o, 465 and
Cojection lio. 931.

Tne lonmd cemrrlisec In the Feglister Unis

the scuth-east ol the viliage of Ckelerd

a mile a cuarser from the village,

Piti-Riv in 1906 the village ard all tne oth

ownershx nad bcen owned vy his predecessors in

Ckef .~ i1 annroached from the v1l¢a-e by mean wo lanes and 5
footrnatis and bridleways on it. It is suown i the Appertionment of 17950 as
"common" and seems to have been entirely ozen, until ttie fencing wa3d -yt up in
1927, t was completely fenced about 10 years zz0. ing tne veriod of iiving
memory people living in the : elghbouruuoo nave gone onto the land for a wvarieiy of
purposes. svidence as o £5s vas obtai ihose

d from a number of witnesses, sone of
memories wont back to the early Jea.* ci tiie Tresent ceniury.

3ome of these witnesses remenvered furce Zeing cui and used Ior _OMZLTQS an sh
top of the #ill, These were on the occaxion of Coronations ; - A 3ta .
down to 1913, 3ome remembered ravdoiting on Zoxing Sayry, scme =dying It wAas ralbl
sncoting and others ihe hunting of racdits with dogs ancd sticks. & zart of n
Zill called ‘erridge is very steep and was used by children Jor siides In an
weather as well «s when there was snow on the ground. <Children used
and as sogme witness put it, 'you could do what you liked up there".
used to walk on the iiill; others trained and rode horses on if; and o%
picnicking; Girl Guides used to go track ing and have caup ires on tne Ei'
boys Ircm the villase had papercnases.
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In addition to these adtivities some pronlie cut furze - it w.5 said thas Uaaynody
used to go up there and cut it" - and t¢ox turs and MoOsSS.

Until the land was fenced, cleared, and cultiivated it was very =ar~in~l 1-.-:d.

The impression lefi on my mind by the evidence is that alihoush naris »f it were
let with farms in the parish, it was of littile value to the farmers, who taox very
little interest in it and did not interfere witih whatever use their neisibours,
who were fellow-tenants of the same landlord, chose to make of it., Indeod, it
would probably have seemed churlish if the Zarmers had objected, i
is far {rom saying that the people Living in the village used the 11 as of right.
It seems to me that this is one more instarce of the good-nntured tolerance on the
pvart of the owners and occuplers of warginnl land which is napoily so often Ffound
in the Znglish countryside. It is quite foreizn to the neighbourly relationsnip
prevailing in a village community to seek to read into it some xind of leszal
relationship. I am not satisfied tnat such varied enjoyrient of tnis land as the
inhabitants of Okeford Fitzpaine had was nad as of right.

+

For these reasons I refuse to confirm the registration.

I am required by regulation 30(1} of the Commons Commissioners Rezulations 1971
to explain that-a person aggrieved vy this decision as being erroneous in ooint of
law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to

him, require me to state a case for the decision of the High “ourt.
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Crniel Tommons Comnmissioner



