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+-" CO:DIONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference No. 213/D/14

In the ifatter of High Headow "oods,
Staunton, Gloucestershire (¥o. 1)

_DECISION

This dispute relates to the registration at Entry Ho. 1 in the Iand section of
Register Unit No. CL 325 in the Register of Common lard maintained by the formex
Gloucestershire County Council and is occasioned by Objection No. 0b 143 made by
the Forestry Commission and noted in the Register on 11 October 1971.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring intec the dispute at Gloucester on
9 February 1977. The hearing was attended by iir C Hicholls, solicitor, on behalf
of Ir ¥ § Haines, in conseguence of whose application for a registxation in the
Rights section of the Register Unit this registration was made, and on behalf of
the Staunton Parish Council, and by !Ir F Ungoed-Thomas, of counsel, on behalf of the
Obhjector.

1r Hicholls sought to support the registration on the syound thet the lend comprised
in the Resister Unit falls within the definition of "common land" in section 22(1)
of tne Commons Registration Act 1955 by being subject to the righis cf common
provisionzlly rezistered in the iizhis seciion of the Register Unit. " These rights
are (1) at Intry Jo. L the right to take fallen wood, brush and tree lonping,
rezistered on the application of I Haines, and (2) at *ntry ilo. 2 the right of
stovers, rezisitered on the application of the Parish Council for varishioners of
o
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< the last 25 vears he nad izlien Irom th lend
wocd smeller than & nman! 2

comprized in the legister Uni 5 wriet for indling and
baling brezd in nhiz house. Ue szid thet he ned also talien nea-sticlks and bezu-
gtinleg whish had been cut by the foresters and not tundled by them. Zefore

v Tzines ovrmed the house it wes in the ovmership of his great-aunt for over 20 [eaxc,
znd she 2né ner hustend alse had wood freom the lend in guestion. Iy Baines s&id
thet tha foresters had scen him carrying weed; that other inhabiiznts of Staunton

rzd dene the seme; and thet he had been offsred a permit by the Forastry Commission,
but had refused it.

Tridence in sunrori of She registraiion at ﬁntry To. 2 was ziven oy ix W L llone,
who is aged 57, ond lived at the 014 Fost Jffice, Staunton, until August 1975,

Te said that ne had taken kindling wood and nea—sticks and bean-siicks and that his
father also took sticks for kindling and bread baking. !Mr Hone said that he
considerad that ne was exercising the rights of the villagers.

' nines also invited me to consider a siciutory declarction made by iIr C 3 Lidéingtc
of 3las rarm, Staunton. ur LiJdinston steted that ke was 52 years of age when he
mede the decloraiion in “larch 1975 and thei throughout his working lifetime &5 &
farmer he had talken firewood from the land comprised in the Register Unit.

T™e land in question was purchzsed by the Crovm in 1817 and was sudsequently
transferved first to She Commissioners of Tocds and Forests and sudsezuenily 1o

the Feresir Commission. Certainly since 1954 and possibly earlisr the officers of
the Forestry Commission nave issued permits froe of charge for the collection of



