COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965

In the Matter of land on east and
west gides of Cherry Tree Lane,
Wheathampstead, St albans City and
District, Hertfordshire

DECISICH

Reference No 16,/U/103
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This reference relates to the question of the owvnership of land on east and west
sides of Cherry Tree Lane, Wheathampstead, St Albans City and District being
L. 128 in tke
Hegister of Common Land maintained by the Herifordshire County Council of which

the land comrrised in the Land Section of Register Unit o C

no person is registered under secsion 4 of the Commons Regiz*yation lict

P
zs the ownar.=

Following upen the public notice of this referen® no person
freehold ownexr of the lané in quesion and no person clainmed
information as %c i%is ownership.
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rrovi wio nas lived all his 1ife In *he Paxrigh {32 Tears;, is nov snd

ezber of the Parish Soumcil for 22 wears and is =ow 2nd has haen
the Distmict Council (5% .lbans Zuwal and afier *rem 3¢ .lbans Sitr
) for 10 years in the course of nis evidence said{in =5fsc
hiz own local experience, he had “he henefit af that of iz

who was for'45 years a membter of the Parish Council. The Tnit Lani has

been accepied as part and parcel of the Parizi's responsitility Ior nad

and “his nad been accepted by local Cherry Trze residenis. T™ie Tarizhn

zd presumed zenerzlly thai it was Parish Land
they had had soze correspondence about this wi
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Cistrict Council and e had found noihing negative in
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their cloin that it
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of those who owned the adjoining land, being 8 semi-detached dwelling houses

or bungalows on the east side of the Cherry Tree Public House at the northwest
corner. The Unit Land is of no monetary benefit to the Parish Council because
they had for many years spent money on it in keeping it tidy. T it wesnot controlled
by the Parish Council, it would have become a rubbish dump and a nuisance to the
public house and the other houses fronting on it.

lr Raine said that the papers of the District Council show that Mr wheeler and

ifr Hewitt did in 1969 discuss the position of the Unit Lard and also of Marshall

Eeath({ rather siuir #2av & Zswd —> on the north side of the 4 6129 which is

subject to a deed made under section 193 of the Law of Property Act 1925 and of

which the Parish Council are now the regisiered owners). He also produced a

letter dated 18 May 1972 from some solicitors relating to the houses on the east

side of the Unit Land apparently written on the basis that the title deeds to #% fhese Awe.
left the ownership of the Unit Land.in doubt.
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z e 1s I think no reason why I should not give full effect to the evidence of
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r
“ir Sparrew whose xnowledge of the Unit Land goes back for so many years,
otwithstanding that the Parish Council have produced no documents, and conclude
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do that the Farish Council are in possession of it in circurstances which
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maltes 1% practically certalin that their possession will not be disturbed.
Pessessian in such circumstances is equivalent ‘o ovnership, and I am therefore
gatisiied that *he Parish Council are the owners of the land, and I shall
ageerdingly direct the Herifordshire County Council as regisiration authority,

20 xe2giser “heathampsiead Parish Council as the owner of the land under section 8(2)
of ths le% 2f 1963
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L Uy regulation 20{1) of ‘he Commons Cormissioners Reglations 187,
rerson gsrieved by this decision as being erroresus in oeint
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: weeks from the date on which notice of +the Agcizion is zent
e %0 3%aie = case for the decision of the Eigh Cour:.
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