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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965

Reference Nos. 220/D/232
' 220/D/233

In the Matter of Holcombe Moor
part in Rossendale and part in
Blackburn, Lancashire

DECISION
These disputes relate to the registfations at Entry No. 1 in theulaﬁd-Section and
at Entry Nos. 1 to 24 inclusive in the Rights Section of Register Unit No. CL 42

in the Register of Common land maintained by the Lancashire County Council and are
occasioned by Objection No. 59 made by Mr Geoffrey Leenard Wilde and noted in the

- Register on 4 December 1970.

T held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the dispute at Preston on

24 November 1981. A% the hearing the persons on whose application the Rights
Section registrations were made or the persons who claimed to be their successors
in title or to be concerned as tenants Were represented as stated in column 4 of
the Schedule hareto. ' '

The land ("™he Unit Tand") in this Register Unit is irregularly shaped being very

apvroximately like a Uopen to the south, the north part of the U being about 1% miles

long from east to west, and the east and west parts of the U being respectively

about 2 miles and 1% miles from north to south. The Unit Land on its north side

adjoins the south side of the land ("the CL 215 land") in Register Unit No. CL 215,

being long Grain Moor; on its south side it adjoins the west, north and east side

of the land ("the CL 93 land") in Register Unit No. CL 93. The Unit land and the

CL 93 land together make up the area on the Register map called Holcombe Hoor

wnich includes (on the north part of the CL 93 land) the summit of Bulls Hill

%1,372 feet) and (on the south east part of the Unit Tend)the summit of Farcles Hill
1,216 feet); the Moor is north west of and not far from Ramsbottom. I held Z=zarings

immediately after this one about the CL 93 iand and the CL 215 Land; however the
evidence then given wes not relevant to any question arising out of the said disputes

with which I am now concurned. :

The Land Seciion regisiration of the Unit land was made on the application of

Mr Prilip Eric Leghorn, he in his application describing himself a3 "member of
Turton Sub-Commitiee, Bolton & District Civie Trust”, The registrations in the
Rights Section are summarised in the Schedule hereto, In the Ownership Section,
(at Entry No. 1) the Hon. Ralph John Assheton is registered as owmer of the part
of the Unit land in the Urban District of Ramsbottom and in %fhe Municipal Zorousn
of Haslingien, being (as I read the Register map) all the Unit land except two
comparatively small areas adjoiningz and within the west boundary; and {(at Entry
Yo. 2) Y¥r Edwerd James Thomas is ragistered as owner of the southern of these two
areas (Quarlton Heights). The grounds of the Objection are:- "The land showm on
the atiached plan was not common land at the date of registration. The land forms
part of 3 farm owned by the objector which is let %o 2 tenant for agricultural
purposes", The attached plan shows two piecesof land ("the Objection Pieces"), the
larger being about 500 yards long (very small when compared with the rest of the
Unit Land, situated south of Top o' th' Moor Farm and on the Fegister ilap marxed
"P" and the smallar about 200 yards long and nowhere morz thon about 20 yards wide
situated a short distance to the east of the other and on the Register map marked
"QR".



All present or represented at the hearing agreed that the Objection Pisces
should not have been registered. I have a letter dated 30 June 1981 from

Mr Leghorn saying that when he drew up the map of Common land on Holcombe lMoor
he includad by mistake some land belonging to Mr Wilde, I have letters from
George Clough, Willis & Co, solicitors of Bury saying in effect that they
consider from the information available to them that no useful purpese would
be served by Mr Wilde (or someone representing him) attending the hearing.
Kobody at the Ee ring suggested that the land Section and the Rights Section
registrations w=S/not except as regards the Objection Pieces proper, and I infer
“that there were’many present who could if need be (there was I thlnk no. need) have
given evidence about this.

In the above circumstances, I confirm the Land Section registration with the .
modification that there be removed from the Register the twe pieces of land shown
on the plan attached to the Objection being two pieces one south of Top ot th' Moor
Farm and on the Register map mariked "P" and the other smaller situated a short
distance to the east and on the Register map marked "QR".,  And I confirm the

Rights Section registrations at EntryNos 1 to 24 inclusive without any modification
save such as is necessarily consequential on the removazl of the said two pieces
from the Register,

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971
to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in voint
of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on vhich notice of the decision is
sent to him, require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

SCHEDULS R
ntry Arplicant; and land Right: and part Representatiion
Yo. to which right is of Unit Land over at the hearing
attached which exercisable
1 Thomas Edmondson Graze 550 sheep and Mr Thomas Zdmondson
Pleagsant View Tarm followers. attended in person

Over whole of Unit
Land except Objection

Pieces
2 Gerzld Lionel Cordon Craze 240 sheep. Mr Keith Thomas ‘eod
Nezl of the National Over the whole of the as tenant of the
Trast. Unit Land. ' Naticnal Trust of
Broadwood Edge Farm this farm and of
- S Lower Buckden Farm
and Chatterton Close
Farm (see Entry
Nos. 4 2nd 5 velow)
attendei in verson
3 Gerrard Lionel Gordon Graze 235 sheep. Hr X T Wood as tenant
Noel of the Naticnal Over the whole of the (see Intry Mo. 2)
Trust, Lower Buckden Farm Unit land. . _ attended in person
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Cerrard Lionel Gordon
Noel of the National
Trust. Lower Red Lees
Farm

. Gerrard Lionel Gordon

Noel of the National
Trust.
Chatterton Close Farm .

Charles Simpson Jnr
Dowry Head Famm

Bertha Moss
Higher Red Lees
Jungalow

Richard Hilditch

Harcles Hill Famm

William Tyldesley
Holcombe Hey Fold Farm

Colin iitchell
Cronkshaw Fold Farm

Fred Pendlebury and
Beryl “yrnne Pendlebdury
Longshaw Head Farm

Hinister of Agriculture,
FFisheries and Food.
Great House and Alden
Farms

To graze 474 sheep.

Over the whole of
the Unit Land

CGraze 270 sheep.
Over the whole of
the Unit land..

Craze 10 head of cattle
and 50 sheep. Over the
whole of the Unit land
except the Objection
Pieces

Graze 10 head of catile
and 20 sheep. Over the
whole of the Unit Land
except the Cbjection
Pieces .

Graze 12 head of cattle,
20 horses and 30 sheep.
Over the whole of the
Unit Land except the

Objection Piesces

Graze 350 sheep and
40 head of cattle.
Over the whole of the
Unit Land except the
Ubjection Pieces

Graze 50 head of cattle
and 250 sheep.

Over the whole of the
Unit Land.

Graze 90 sheep znd
turbary.

Over part of Unit Land
lying west of Dz

and the Register map
(Quarlton Heights)

Graze 250 sheep and

followers and 50 head of

catile and turbary,
Over whole of the Unit

land except the Objection

Pieces
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Mr X'T Wood as tenant
(see Entry No. 2 above)
attended in person

Mr Charles Simpson was

.represented by
iIr R J ledlock, sollc1tor

of Woodcock & Sons,

SoLlcltors of Rossendale

Mr Richard Hilditch
attended in person

The llinister was
raprasented by

Mr R Turner, Solicitor
in his Legal Department
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Edward James Thomas.
Barons Farm and |
WHckenlow Farm

Secretary o{ State
for Defenceland at
Ramsbottom and at
Tottington shown on
a map~

Vartha Alice Pickford
and Elizabeth Zllen
Sharrccks.

Red Zarth Farm

George Intwistle and
Ernest tmtwistle
Three acre, laric Hill
anéd Stanley Rake Farms

Graze 180 sheep or
60 head of cattle
or 60 horses; and.
turbary.

Over the whole of
the Unit Land

Graze 1,176 sheep or
235 head of cattle

"or sheep and cattle
together to 2 limit of
1,175 gates each sheep
counting as one gate
and each head of cattle
counting as 5 gates';
and turbary.

Over the whole of the
Uni* land. sxcept the
Objection Pleces

Graze 59 sheep and
turbkary..

Over the part of the
Unit ILand west of the
the line DE on the
Register mzo

(Guariton Heights)

Groze 40 head of cattle
and 350 sheep and
turbvary.

Ovar the whole of the
Unit land except paris
lying south of FG and

HI in the Register map
(this part includes the
Objection Pieces) and the
part east of the line JX
and Lif

. Mr Edward James
" Thomas attended -

in person; he = '
explaining that the
right was attached

“to Barons Farm (the
building),to the land -

farmed with it, -

to part of the land
formerly farmed with
Wickenlow Farm and

part of the land formerks

. farmed with Wickenlow

Hill Farm;but was not

attached to the buildings
now known as Wickenlow
Farm and Wickenlow Hill
Farnm

Secretary of State for
Dafence vas at a hearing
relating to the CL 93
Larid represented by

Ir P Barlow of coumsel
insiructed by Sodgson &
Sons Solicifars of Preston
as agents for the Treasury
Solicitor. Mr Bariowias
present at this thit Land
hearing wut was without
any instructionsas to it.

¥r Siuart Goodwin and
rs Evelyn Goodwin as
ovners in succession
to the applicants
were reprasentad by
their friend XYr Philip
Tavies of 'ickenlow
Farm (see Entry No. 17
below)

ilessts Georgs and EZrnesst
Entwistle wWere
renresanted by

¥r B J llediock solicitor
of Voodcock & Sons
Solicitors of Rossendale
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Thomas Gregson Buckley
and XKathleen Joan
Buckley.
Wickenlow Farm

"Lee Bamwell.

Wickenlow Hill and
Barons Farms

John Edvward Pegg
and Alice Pegg
Lower Dick Field Farm

———

Annesley Charles De
Renzy Martin
Higher Dick Field -
Farm.

John ‘ioodcock
land formerly part of
3raaley Fold Farm )

Jorn Tioocdcock and
Cziherine Deidre
Hoodcock.

Tonge rcld

Turbary and graze 50 head
of cattle, 100 sheep and

15 horses.

Over part of the Unit land

lying west of DE

“(Quarlton Heights)

Graze 231 sheep or T7 head

of cattle; and turbary-

Over the whole of the Unit

Land

Graze 12 head of cattle
and 2 horses over the
part of the Unit land
south of the line NO
in the Register map

but excluding the
Objection Pieces

Graze 12 head of cattle,

2 horses and 24 sheep

over the part of the Unit

Land south of the line
RO

Graze 1 head of cattle,
cut and take turf and
peat, and take stone
over the whole of the
Unit land except paris
lying east of JX and
Ll south FG and HI
(exception includes

.Objection Pieces)

Craze 8 head of cattle
cut and take turf and
peat, Over the whole of
the Unit Land except
the same as is above

.mentioned applicakle to

try Fo. 22
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Mr Pailip Davies as
ovner in succession to
the applicants attended
in person

wr B J Thomas attended

as owner of Baroms Farm
(both the building and the

land farmed within it

and as owner of the land—

farmed with Wickenlow
Hill in succession to
the applicant, see
Entry No. 13 above.

—

Mps Catherine Deidre

Woodcock as widow of and

as ovnar in succession
to the applicant was .
representzd by

Mr R J Medlock solicitor

tlsodcock & Sons
Splicitors Rossendale

Mrs Catherine Deidre
Hoodcock as survivar
was represented by
Mr R J Medlock (see
ntry lo. 27 abtove).




- -

23 John Woodcock and . Graze 1 head of cattle, Mrs Catherine Diéd.;‘e
Catherine Deirdre cut and taks turf and peat Woodcock was represented
Woodcock., Land at Cver the whole of the by Mr R J Medlock
Hawkshaw Unit Land with the same (see IZntry No. 21 above)

exception as is applicable
a3 above mentioned at

Entry No. 21
24 John Smethburst Maxwell = Graze 500 sheep or 100 = ——
and Richard Maxwell head of cattle or 20 .
Barlow horses; and turbary

Hamlets Fam, Nock Farm, Over the whole of the
Taylors Famm, Plane Tree Unit Land '
Farm, Simons Spout Farm,

Higher Redisher Farm,

Lue Bank Ferm, higher

Ridge Farm, Middle Ridge

Farm, Lower Ridge Farm,

Simons Farm, Sundial

Farm, and lower Redisher

Farm '

Dated the 27 £ - day of TW“} — 1982

Commons Commissicner



