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CCMMOHNS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 - - - . - - - Reference Nos, 225/U/10

225/u/11

In the Matter of East Winch Common (2 pieces),
East Winch,. West Norfolk District, Norfolk

DECISION ’

These references relate to the question of the ownership of lands known as

East Winch Common (2 pieces), Zast Winch, West Norfolk District, being the lands
comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit Mos., CL,141 and CL.211 in the
Register of Common Land maintained by the lNorfolk County Council of which no
person is registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as

the owner.

Followinz upon the nublic notice of these references the MNorfolk Naturalists Trust
claimed to We the owners of the CL.141 loand., ¥o other person claimed to be the
freehold ouner of the lands in question cr to have information as to their
owrership,

I held a hearing for the =urpose of inguiring into the question of the ownership
of the lznds at Fine's Lynn on 25 MNovember 1975. 4t the hearing, the [lorfolk
Maturalists Trust, on whose application the CL,1L41 “egistration was made, were
rcvresented oy v o I Heward solicitor cof Cozens-ilardy X uevuon, Solicitors of

Norwich, and iisc Tagmar ¥ 3miih on wiose application Intry Mo. 12 in the ights
Jection had vesn made, and vho was clerlt of the Parish Council when they apnlied
for the rC"Ibt“‘“;Can the 0L,211 Zand, S wresent in jperson on her own cehalfl
and as representing Mrs ¥ T 7 Juadling on whose avplication Entry To.2 in th

b
Sﬂﬁ*Jﬂ* had heen mnde,

ORI TLIES SO ey

Tke lands ('the ¥nit Zands') comprised in these two register units, which
centain (according %o the 1073 converance nentioned velow) abou: 30 acres are

south of and adjoin the 47(7) rozd, Lein; oprosite the Ilall and serzarated from
eacn other by 2 3ife ron’ leading to Jest Tilney. In the Iights Section of each

of these Register Units, 43 Intrizs have “een made of rishis to zraze and fo
b

talkze tree lornings or weed of various liinds.
T Howard relied on an affidavit swornm eon 1
who is the 3Secretary of the MNorfollr Maturszl
exhibited copies ol the following documents 5 werc al proc; ed by
Yr toward at the hearingl:- (L) a deed of "1;1 oth' 2 susust 19?‘ by wnich

Mr Osbert Lancaster witl te concurrence of the trustees of a settlement of which
he i3 the tenant fir life and also uith ihe corcurrence of !ir W & Lancaster as
remainderman conve"cd tke Imit Lands to the Torfolk Naturalists Trust, (2) an
sbstract of the fitle of »r G Lancaster %o Zast linch Common conmencing with a
conveyancea d*ted l Getober 1690 by which the Lordship of the larnor "of iynch
alias Dast \lvrnch ﬂTJ@o ?efdcrs Uynchel o and Gast “Jinch Tall ard other lznds
therein uesc?"%ecguo 3ir . J Lancaster; and (3) a statutery deciaration made by
Mr O Lancaster on 27 uul" 1973 md the exiiidits OLL, CL2, OL3, OL4 and QL3 thereto.
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Mr Montgomery (in his affidavit) said (in effect):- The Unit Lands have been

T T declared"a Site of Spécial Scientific Interest under section 19 of"the T T 7T
National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, It is one of the best
remaining areas of wet acid heath land in West Norfolk. S3ince their acquisition,
the Trust has appointed an Honourary Warden and an Assistant Honourary Yarden;
officials and members of the Trust frequently visit the property. Scrub has been
cleared to make an area of open heath, rubbish has béen cleared, notice boards
erected, and the cutting of firewood brought under control. These activities
do not interfere with the rights registered.

The abstract of title shows that Mr O lancaster under a settlement dated 18 May
1920 made by Sir W J Lancaster (his grandfather), after the death of his uncle
Mr J L Lancaster on 14 February 1951, succeeded to the Manor comprised in the
1900 conveyance and that by a vesting assent dated 15 May 1953, the Manor
together with the advowson or right of patronage to the Church of Zast Winch
(but not the Hall and other landy they having been so0ld in 1925) was vested in
him. In his 1973 declaration, Mr O Lancaster szid (in effect) that the Unit
Land always belonged to the Manor and described various things which he had
done on the basis that he was the owner.

On the evidence outlined above, I am satisfied that the Trust are the owners of
the lands and I shall accerdirgly direct the Morfoll County Council, as
rezistration authority, to register the Norfolk laturalists Trust of 72 The Close
in the city of Ilorwich as the owners of the lands under section 3(2) of the

Act of 19G5.

> erilatizsns 2972
to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as tel onanus in point
of law may, within é weeks frem the date on which notice of the decision Is sent
to nim, require me Yo state a case for the decision of the iigh c

Dated %his 224 éay of pf cader 1375




