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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 -
' ) Reference No. 25/U/2

In the Matter of Etling Green,
East Dereham, Norfolk (No. 2)

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land knowm
as Etling Green, East Dereham, numbered 473, 474 and 484 on the Ordnance
Survey iap of the parish, being the land comprised in the Land Section
of Register Unit lMo. C.L.28 in the Register of Common Land maintained by
the Norfolk County Council, of which no person is registered under section 4
of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner. The Norfolk County Council
is registered as the owner of certain grazing rights over the land, such
rights being attached to South Green Farm.

Following upon the public notice of this reference the Forfollr County
Council clained to be the freehold ovner of the land in question and no
other person claimed to have information as to its ownership.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of
the ownership of the land at ITorwich on 24th February 1972.

Zr. I.G. Tinn, the Clerlz of the East Dereham Urban District Council,
informed me that the ownership of the land in question in this reference
was not claimed by the Zast Dereham Urbar District Council as lord of the
manor of Zast Derenham of the Queen, the lordsiaip of which was conveyed to
the Council on 18th Zarch 1966.

“r.Cubitt, who appeared Ffor the Forfoll County Council, produced a
statutory deelaration dated 3ist Zecember 1612 by Charles llorgate, a -
solicitor in zZast Dereham, stating that one Israel lNeal, who died in 1883,
had been in undisiurbed possession of the feeding rights over the land in
question in this refererce arnd that no other nerson had exercised or claimed
any rights to soil, minerals or rights of common over the land, Ir.Cubitt
also produced a conveyance dated 28th December 1912 whereby ilary Ann Anna
Warren, the exccutrix of Israel I'eal, conveyed to the Ilorfolk County Council
firstly, the land ‘mown as Zastoe's Farm and secondly, the grazing rights
and such rights in the ovnership of the fee simple of certain land, including
the land in question in this reference, as were vested in Iary Ann Anna '
Warren by prescrintion or otherwise.

Since 1912 the land in guestion in this rcference has bheen used for
grazinrg by the {lenants of Zasioe's Farm, now llnovm as South Green Ferm.

3y a conveyance dated 12th Hovember 1964 the County Council conveyed to
the llinister of Transport such right,title and interest in iwo small pieces
of the land secondly conveyed to the Council as might be vested in the Council,
subject to the provise that if it should be that the fee simple estate in
respect of the two nieces of land was not vested in the Council then the
Council releascd to the owner of those picces of land the grazing rights
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conveyed by the 1912 conveyance. The Minister paid £20 to the Council.

Upon these facts I anm satlsfled that the County Council has made out
a good possessory title. .

For these reasons I am satisfied that the Norfolk County Council is
the owner of the land, and I shall accordingly direct the Council, as
registration authority, to register the Council as the owner of the land.

I an required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Cormissioners
Regulations 1971 to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as
being erronecus in point of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on
which notice of the decision is sent to him, require me to state a case
for the decision of tke High Couxrt.

Dated this ‘8’{‘ day of March 1972

el

Chief Commons Commissioner



