COMMONS_ REGISTRATION ACT 1965 ‘ Reference No. 25/U/101 3

In the Matter of Pond End, Brancaster, West
Norfolk District, Norfolk:«

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as
Pond End, Brancaster, West MNorfolk District being the land comprised in the
Land Section of Register Unit MNo. VG 62 in the Register of Town or Village
Greens maintained by the Norfoll: County Council of which no person is
registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following uron the public notice of this reference Brancaster Parish Council
nrovided some information about the land in question-and claimed ownership -
if nolody else comes forward with a similar claim, INo other person claimed to
be the freehold owner of the land or to have information as to its ownership.

I held a hearing for the purnose of in:ulrlng into the gquestion of the
ourerszhin of the land at Hing's Lynn on 25 Hovenber 1975, At the hearing
Brancaster Parish Council were rerresented by iir 'LJohinson their vicechairman

e
'I

and Mrs J.lake their clerk.

who iz 30 wvears of age, and s lived in or near the Villaze all his
nic widence said {ir effect):- The land (M'the Uni% Land™)
ece cortainint {(according to the lesister) 0,0015 hectares (178

in the middle of the Villaze, south of the Al4Y road at a peint
londs) where this wead is joined Ty the 3.11353. It is now
some shrubs and rose bushes; on it stands the

e Tirast remombered it, was a pond used a5 A
T :tle and lLicrzes, *3“**Ch7"rlr anizzls heing driven
on Jocklr raiiway station on the south; then fhe buililing on the west side
was (as showm on the T.3. man) 2 saithy (it is now engineering nremises). Up
to about 1951, the Farish Couwncil :ad 1% cleaned out regularly (otlervise it
would have 51lted up). Unfortunately about that time the contractor dariazed

tze botiom, and the pond (or what was left of it} came to be uszed as a dump, .
2 colleciion of tins ete, wi.ich were unsightly and attracted flies. In about
1553 the FParish Council at their evuer”e had the pond filled up, having first
consultzd the County Council abou: tie wossible effect on the drainage. Iver

since the Zarish Council have assumed responsibility for the maintenance of
the 1land, =né ‘zzpt it tidy, so it is new z very atuiractive vi 1lage green.
;“ev aﬂ*qnged fcr the erection of the Tillage lign.

I T am not sati

sied that any person is the ouner of the Unit Land (it was
not antested that anybody other than the Tarish Council could e the ouner;
they had without any success made enguiries as to the possible ownersiip of
some other person), I am by subsection (3) of section 3 of the 1965 lct
required to direc: *he registration of the Parish Council as owner. So it
may not he of much DrlCthm_ consecuence whether I am satisfied about their
ownership and direct their resistration under subsection (2) of section 3.



. Although the Parish Council's ownership glaim_is_hot_supported by any
docurtents, the long use of the Unit Land as a common watering place is
consistent with it being parish property. Whether or not it is now as such
vested in the Parish Council, the things done by them as described by

Hr Jolinson may I think properly be regarded as showing that they are now in
possession and. that such possession is unlikely to be disturbed. Possession
in such circumstances is equivalent to ownership.

For these reasons I am satisfied that the Parish Council are the owners of
the land, and I shall accordingly direct the Norfolk County Council, as
rezistration authority, to register 3Brancaster Parish Council as the ¢wners
of the land under section 8(2) of the ict of 1965.

T an required by regulation 30(1) of tiie Commons Commissioners Resulations 1871
to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in noin
0f law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is

sent to him, require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this I‘: e ~day of December 1975

. St Fl

Commons Jommissicrer

i)



