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COLRIONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 _
. Reference No. 25/U/9 --

In the Matter of the Sand Pit, Bridgham,
Norfolk

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as
the Sand Pit, Bridgham, being the land comprised in the land Section of
Register Unit Fo. C.L.176 in the Register of Common Land maintained by the
Norfolk County Council, of which no person is registered under section 4 of
the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference, the Bridgham Parish
Council claimed to be the freehold owner of the land in question and no
other person claized to have information as to its owmership.

I held a hearing for the purnese of inguiring into the question of the
ownership of the land at Norwich on 24th February 197Z.

By the Inclosure Awvard made under the 3ridgham Inclosure Act of 1204
(44 Geo.III,c.x=v (not printed)) the Commissioners allotted %o the
surveyors of the highways of the parish of Bridgham a piece of land called
Harling Field,centaining 1a.1r.0p. I% is clear from the map annexed ito the
Avard that the land the subject of this reference forms part ¢f this area
of 1a.1r.Op.

The parish of 3Bridsham forms nart of the rural disirict of llayland.
2y 5.25(1) of the Local Government &ct 1894 all the wers, dutles, and
liabilities of 211 the highbway a2uthorities in the disirict were itransferred
to the Wayrland imral District Council, and by 3.07 of that iet all nronerty
neld by the lizhway authorities for the npurposces of % 2cwers and
duties as.such passed to and vested in the Qural Distr Council, Since
the land in question was not acquired by the Pural Disirict Ccuncil for the
purposes of iuproving a read, its cwnership did not nass to the County
Council under s5.117 of the Local Government Act 1929, but remains with the
Rural District Council. This does not mean that the Parish Council no
longer has any interest in the land. Having been allotied to the surveyors
of the highways of the parish, it is "parish proveriy" as defined in 5.305
of the Local Government isct 1933, so that in the event of the sale of the land
by the 2ural District Council the parich would have the advantaze of the
money received by virtue of s.166(1) of that ict. That, however, does
not affect the present ownership of the fee cimple.

ot ck U

For these reasons I reject the claim of the Bridghaz= Parish Council
to the ovmership of the land, and I am satisfied that the Vayland Rural
District Council is the owner of the land. I chall accordingly direct
the lorfollk County Council, as registration authority, io register the
Rural District Council as the owner of the land.

I am required by.regulation 30(1) of the Cormons Cormissioners
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Regulations 1971 to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as
being erronecus in point of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on’
which notice of the decision is sent to hlm, require me to state a case

‘for the decision of the High Court. . ,

Dated this 31'Cl day of llarch 1972
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Chief Commons Commissioner



