C

COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965

Reference No.25/U/33
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In the ifatter of the Marl Pit,
Stody, Erpingham R.D., Norfolk

. : DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as the
Harl Pit, Stody, Brpingham Rural District being the land comprised in the Land Section
of Reglster Unit No.CL.135 in the Register of Common Land maintained by the Norfolk
County Council of which no person is registered under section 4 of the Commons
Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference no verson claimed to be the
frechold owner of the land in questlon and no person claimed to have information as
to its ownership. :

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question.of the ownership
of the land at Horwich on 14 June 197Z. The hearing was attended by Stody Parish
Council who were represented by lr. Z. J. Crawley their chairman and by Zrpingham
Rural District Council wno were represented by lir. -~. Marson their clerk,

br. Crawley who has lived in the Village and been a member of the Parish
Council for the last seven rears, in the course of hiz evidence.said:- The land is
now used and as far as he can ascertain for =t least the lasi 50 years has been used
as a rubbish tiv by Himworih neorple: it apnears to have formerly been a chalk and clay
nit. The Parizh Council have put up = notice to the effect that the tin is for the
exclusive use of Hunwerth neorle. althouzh the Parish Council have not been =ltogether
successiul in oreventin; other neovle from using the tip, nobody has ever claimed that
the Parish Council has not 70t a right to contrel its use. There =are some trees
round the side of the %ip: from time to time these hzve deen cut down or lorped and the
wood cut up and distributed ¥ the Isrisk vouncil among old people. ilodody else
has ever claimed ownershirp.

Sr, Merson 4id not clazinm o mersnip on hehall of the Rural Dlstrlct
Council.

I conclude from the evidence outlined about thzt the “arish Council are in
vossession of the lanc and that it is practically certain t“ﬂ+ their possession will
not be disturbed. Pocsession in such circumstances is egquivalent to ownership and
for this reason I am satisfied thit the Farish Council is the owmer of the land, and
I shall accordingly direct the llorfoll: County Council, as registration authority, to
recister 5tody Parish Council as the owner of the land under sectiond(2) of the Act 1065

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulaztions 1971
to explain that a person nggrieved by this decision as being erronecus in noint of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision iz sent to him,
require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this g /c day of ﬂq’ﬁ‘l‘? 1373,

n.a. RN/




