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co*-'ons REGISTRATION ACT 1965
Reference No. 225/U/55

In the lMatter of Wighton Common,
Wighton, Norfolk,

DECISICON

This reference relates to the question of the ovmership of land known as Wighton
Common, Wighton, being the land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit

No. CL 256 in the Register of Common Land maintained by the former Norfolk County
Council of which no person is registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration
Act 1965 as the ovmer.

Following upon the public notice of this reference the Darl of Leicester claimed to
be the freehold ovner of the land in question and no other werson claimed to have
infermation as %o its owmership.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the quesiion of the ownership
of the land at Uorwich on 16 July 1976.

At the hearing Lord Leicester was renresented by iir 2. R. Fitzzerald, solicitor,
and the ighton Periszh Council was renmresented bJ r D G Seamen, its Chairms

The registration of this land in the Land Section of The Zegister Unit is, “y virtue
of section L0 of the iet of 1955, conclusive evidence that ihe land i n land"
as defined in section 22(1) of that ict. There is no rezisiration in
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section of the Register Unit aznd the land is not registered under the Land je”""t~st1
dcts 1925 to 1966, so it follows by virtue of section L(2}(b) of ithe act ot 100H 2t
no rights of common are exercisable over the land, Terefore, the land con cnly Inl

L1 o

within the definition of "common land" in seciion 22(1) = *he .ict of L1369 hecouce
it is waste land of a2 monor not subject to rigits of commen,.

37 2 vesting deed nmade 30 June 1927 between (1) The on. lenman Coke, Siz Gur
Stenaenson, and the Ton., Roger Coke (2) Thomas William, (7 ci Leicester
- +he legal estote in fee simpie in (inter ;li:) the Tlanor of Ui n the Part of
Lancaster in Jighton was vested in the Third Zari. 3y viriue of secticn 62(3) of
the Law of Property lict 1925 this operated o convcy 211 wastes a;jert“"ﬁlgh ar
renuied to anmeritain itc the manor, r Seauwsn informed me thait the land in quesvion
is renuted in Jipghton o anrpertain to thic manor,
The Third Zarl of Leicester died on 19 ifovember 1941, and by 2 vesiing asseni dated
1 June 1943 the Hon. 2ogcr Coke, Sir Richard Granville Iylion Howard-vVrse and the
Jon., Richard Coiie,zs nurscnal renresentatives of the Third arl wwontud ¢ ke

vevtiﬁ" in Thomas Tillizm, {(Fourth) Zarl of lLeicester u_l the Zremises comnr::cd

in tkhe vesting deced ::ade 3V June 1927.

16 April 1957 the .Hon. Roger Coke, Sir Richerd G. H. Howard-Vyse, znd the lion.
?ichard Coke, as parsonal representatives of the Fourth Zarl,assenied %o thc vesting

n Thomas "Hlliam Sdward, (Fifth) Sarl of leicester of all the settled land vcstcd in
the Pourth Zari at his death.

The Fourth Zari of Leicester died on 21 Auzust 1949, and by a vesting assent doted
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On this evidence I am satisfied that the now Barl of Leicester is the owner of the
land, and I shall accordingly direct the Horfolk County Council, as registration
authority, to register him as the ovmer of the land under section 8(2) of the Act
of 196%4.

I am required by regulation 3u{1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971
%o explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in point of law

may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent %o him,
require me to state ‘a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this 30‘1 day of g—% 1976.
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Chief Commons Commissionsr




