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COITI0YS RECISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference Ho. 231 / U/ 12

In the Matier of Village Green,

Condover

D=CISTICH

Thisg zaferencs relates to the questicn of the ownership of the land descrited
atove bdeing the land comprised in the Land Section of Hegisier Unii Ho. VG 21

in the Register of Town or Village Greens maintained by the Salep County Council
of whien no person is registered under section 4 of the Commeons Registraliion
Act 1565 as the owner. '

Following upon the public notice of this refer=nce Condover Parish Council and
v I J Thorme éach claimed to be the freenold owner of the land in guestiion and
ha :

no othax person claized to have informas

d a hearing for the purpose of inguiring into the question of the ownership
b ‘ -
Y i

&% ths hesring the Parish Jouncil w agented Ly iis Clexk, il» I K Palrer,
- and ir iV Henshaw, Solicitoriof th of %azce llorzgan and Salt, azpzarz2é an

tenali of ix Thorme.

Tha Graen (Mithe Tnit land") is of grass lan

and scutherm sides of which ad e northerm

adjoins ths school yaxd. Imome fronting the zoad is he
: Zzithy a3t the rear of winich is in which were koot the btlacksmith's

paterizls and eguinmant.

Tridaznze was given on tehall of the Parish Zeounczil b idiss J Vool a memper of

the IThropshize Axchoesleogical Saclety, who gzve some accsunt ol fhe niztozy

of ths Village ané the Snithy which for cony years was cccugied by tenants

of the Sguire; thsy carried on wheelwrignt wozlt on the westerm szetion of th2

Tnit land, whilst the easterm secition was occupied by farm dreys ani wagon
awaiting ziitention. Thare were soms local evenis ai ihe sasierm end eg. ccoasignal
maveols danging znd iwo or three trees were planted thers.

“Mr A J Addis who has lived in Condever for over 50 yeaxrs said that the Smithy
vitias extendad on to about 12 yards of the grass in front of the schoel:
- L5 and farming ioplements requiring atisntion ware left ci the easiemm
ienn. Children had always used ithe Unit lend as a playg-ownd. & iir Paliex

n 1 [iinute

»~ad to minutes of Qctodver 1949 and Mareh 1969 in the Parish Counci
3ooks authorising letters to be written about the lighiing of i
parking of lorries on the Tnit land. '

It apo2zred from ¥Mr I J Thorme's evidence ithat the Sumithy House and Blackszivh's
Sop 2l part of the Unit land to the._east of the buildings were hald by his
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father on a2 tenancy from the qwner from 1202 to 1932; from 1932 to 1957 the
tenancy was that of hixself and his father Jointly. During the tenancy various
iterms of plant were sited on the part of the land comprised in the tenancy,

and the tenant alse hazd control of thz rest of the Uni% land cubject o
conditions spec;fleu by the landlord.

The blac sm_ul's business ceased about 1928 and the items of plant were removed,
but iir Thorne's evidence was to the effect that access to the shopn was still
engoyed over the part of the Unit land comprised in the tenancr. II» Thorme
said that in 1957 he purchased the buildings and land he had previously rented
and that he retained control of the resi. The Conveyance of the pronerty was

ted 28 August 1957 but the parcels consist only of the buildings arnd do not
include any part of the Unit land.

=1

Iz Penshaw told me that his client's main concerm was fo maintain a »ighi of
access over part of the TUrt . land to the Smithy property. In my view Hr Thaorme's
use of thae land for the purposes of his bu s;.s 53 was cleaxly =ei fercile to

the arrangements with his landlord and did rot constitute adverse possession

and thers was no evidence of exclusive possess’on ai 2ny part of ihe Unit land
after he purchased the Saithy in 1957, swificient to ccnstitute a title oy '
adverse possession singe then., I ao not satisfizd that Ir Thorne is the owner

of any part of ths Green, and it is not the function of this inguiry to dsiaraine
whaiher or not there is a right of way over the Grasnm.

lor am T satisil=d on the evidence that ths Paxish Council or any other Derson

I snzll accordingly direct the Salop County Council, a2s regisiration auth TINT,
to regisier Condovar ferisn Council a2s the owner of tha land vndar gseciicon 3(3)
of the fct of 1985:

d by meguloiion 30{1) of the Co:

’1 thaﬂ a percon ¢f3—~°"=ﬁ by Wiz

thie dat2 on
T2 a case-ior
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