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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965

_Reference No.45/TU/175

"In. the Matter of Sandwith Hllls,
Auckley, Doncaster R. D., Yorkshire
YWest Riding .

'DECISION

.-

" This reference relates to the guestion of the ownership of land known as Sandwith
Hills, Auckley, Doncaster Rural District being the land comprised in the Land
Section of Register Unit No.CL.652 in the Register of Common Land maintained by -

| the West Riding County Council of which no person is registered under section 4 of,
the Commons Registratiocn Act 1965 as the owner. - . .

" Following upon the public notice of this reference Aﬁokley Parish Council claimed
-to be the freehold owner'of the land in question and no other person claimed to
have information as to its ownership. )

.I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the ownership

. of the land at akefield on & February 1974, At the hearing Auckley Parish Council
were represented by lirs. J. Sewell their clerk and by Mrs. D. J. F. Riley one of
their members (also a member of the Doncaster Rural Distriot Council).

The land accordlng to the Register contains 0.405 hectares (=bout an acre) and.
fronts on Common Lane. This is a country lane coming from Auckley village (whlch
is on the south east); the land.ls net.a through road, although there is a track
which 301ns it to Thorne-Bawtry (n.olh) road The land, although rather wlld, is
an amenity to the Jlllage. ‘

In a letter dated 7 August 1973, lrs. E. iL. brton (then clerk to the Parish Council)
said that from enquiries-made by the Parish Council, no one living in the Village
knows who the land belongzs to, except the Parish Council, that it had always been
xmown to be-s charity or poor land and had been assumed to belong to the Parish
Council, although the Parish Council has no deed or proof of ownership.

Hrs, Hiley handed me a statement to the same effect as the said letter w1th this

+ additional information:- ‘according to'a local historian, who has been looklng
into .the -history of local bridle ways and footpaths there was an ancient bridle wajy
from the direction of Hatfield which lay along the.river Torne and joined Common
Lane a few qmndred yards from the Auckley side of the Bawtry to Thorne road, Cattl
were -driven. along this road to Doncaster mariet, and Sandwith Hill was a stopplng
point for the cattle before the last stretch into Doncaster.

After some dlscu551on. hro. Rlley sald “that the Parish Council could not offer any
evidence: of ownership. oo .

- Although the letter and the statement both say in effect that the land has been -
assumed to belong to the Parlsh Council, I cannot I thlnk from this properly conc11
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that the Parish Council is in law the owner. The pmacimmm®=r information in the
letter does not identify the charitable trust to which the land might be subject
-or .show that the Parish Council would necessarily be the trustee of it. The use
of the land as a stopping dace for cattle does not support, and if anything is’
.2galnst, the land being subject to a charitable trust. By section 8 of the Act

of 1965, I am required to state whether I am "satisfied that any person is the
owner of the land"; I have no jurisdiction to award the land to the Parish Council.
merely because nobody else:has claimed ownership and it is expedient that they

. . should be owners. - ' : - . :

In the absence, of any evidence other than the said letter and statement I am not
satisfied that any person is the owner of the land and it will therefore be subjgct

o to protection under section 9.of the Act of 1965,
I am reguired by regulation 30(1) of - the Commons.Commiésioneré Regulations 1971 to
* explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in voint of law

may, within -6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to him,
require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated.-‘ this ) /3t c}éy of . fy"fl—d? .
' .“a'.a .K‘i"“‘-.: ~

1974,

. Commons Commissioner’



