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COMMONS RIGISTRATION ACT 1965

In the Matter of The Green, Hargrave,
Suffolk

D=CISION

This dispute relates to the registration at Zntry No. 1 in the Land section of Register
Unit No. VG 1. in the Regisier of Town or Village Greens maintained b the Suffolk
County Council and is occasioned by {Otjection No. 0/46 made by Zstate Associates Lid
and notzd in the Register on 21 August 1970 .

I held a hearing for the purpose of inguiring into th q&ispute at Bury St ZTdmunds on
14 Pebruary 1979. The hearing was atiended by Mr A D Shirzeff, Solicitor, on behalf
of the Harzrave Parish Council, the applicant for the r 5_stratlon, and by Mr B Cohen,
Scliciteor, on behalf of the Ochector. '

The lané comprised in the Register Unit is crossed br a reed running fron north to
goush, which is Joined by a rozd leading from the wesi. The consiruction and
position of th= road junciion is not now identical with that showm on tha 1204
edizion of the Ordénance Surve;” Map, on which the Register Map is based, but it does
not apoear to rme that an; chanze which may have taken place in thz alignment of the
roads cduring the last 7% sars should neve any affect ugon oy decisions.
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Mr Cohen submitted that there was nothing to show that such activities had been as of
right. As to this aspect of the matter, the evidence is not strong., Mr D F C Pettit
gsaid that he did not consider the law when he was a child. Mr G F Coox said hs=
accepted that he and others had a right to play on this land, but that he did not go
into the legal question. Mrs P A Polter said that she thought that she had a right to
play, though she never had to consider the legality. Similarly Mrs R B Woodroof said
that she thought that it was their right,but she did not lnow about legality, Mr J F
Fearnley said that he thought that peonle had a rizht to play on the land, dut he was
aged 21 when he came to live in Harzrave and so did not play himself, Mz»s M P Sealse;r,
now aged 84, who lived at Green Farm on the wesitern side of the land in question, did
not pla; there herself,but she remembered other children playing there, and she said
that she thought that the villagers had a right to use it. As she put it: "Everybody
used the Green as their own''. Mr Cohen argued that this evidence showed no more than
toleration and indulgence on the nart of successive lowds of the Manor, whose ¢oprhold
tenants surroundsd the land.

I7 the successive ownars of the soil of the land in question had been thes only persons
kaving a legzl interest in the land, I should have felt inclined to regard this as
another ewxamnle of the telarant atiituds of landowners towards their nzighbours which
is fortunately a common f2aiure of life in tke Znglish countr-side, I must, however,
tear In nind that the owmers of the soil have not teen the only interested parties,
Tris is land over which the pudblic at largze has a right of passaze, but the;” have no
vze it for any other purpose than as a highway., To use it for some purpose
not an ordéinar; end reasonable ise of the righit of passage is not onlr a
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