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COLZIONS REGISTRATICH ACT 1965 -
' Reference o, 38/U/12

In the Matter of Peckham's Copse, North Mundham,
West Sussex (No. 2)

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as Peckham's
Copse, North Jhndham, Chichester Rural District,being the land comprised in the
Land Section of Register Unit No. CLT3 ih the Register of Common Land maintained
by the West Sussex County Couneil of which no person is registered under section 4
of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the ommer.

'Fbllowing upon the public notice of this reference no person cl@ﬁh&d to be the
freehold owmer of the land in queation and no person c¢laimed to have information.
as to its ownership.

Jr Comzissioner Baden Fuller held a hearing for the purpoée of inquiring into the
question of the owmership of the land at Chichester on 9 January 1973. No person
ttonded the hearing..

In the absencs of any evidence the learnmed Commissioner was not satisfied that any
person is the owmer of the land and it therefore remains subject to protection under:
section 9 of the Act of 1965. However, after notice of the decision had been given
Heaver mstates (Scuthern) Litd applied to the learmed Commissioner to reopen the
hearing and set aside his decision under reg. 21 of the Cormons Commissioners
Hegulations 1971. This application was granted,and I reopened the hearing under
regs 29 at Chichester on 11th June 1976.

The land the subject of the reference was included in the parcels of a convejance
made 3rd September 1971 bhetween (1) John Heaver Holdings Ltd (2) Albert Zdmund
Humphry -and Leslie Francis David (3) Fational Testminster Bank Ltd {4) Heaver 3Istates
(Southern) Lid. The root of title is a conveyance made 8th Jamuary 1943 hetween
(1) Susannah Zdith Strange (2) Harriett Amn Heaver, James William Loader Cooper,

John Painter Heaver, and Herbert Reginald Heaver. From 1943 the land in guestion
was worked as a gravel pit by the Heaver group of companies until about eighteen
years ago, when the excavated land was allowed to £ill with water and was stocked
with fish. It bhecame two lakes separated by a. causeway. It remained private
fishing,and licences were issued by the Heaver companies. Since 1971 it has
contimed to e private fishing, and tickets have been issusd and the Tish stocks

kept up by Heaver Zstates (Soutﬁern) Lids

On this evidence I am satisfied that Heaver Estates (Southern) Ltd is the owner of.

the land, and I shall accordingly direct the est Sussex County Coun011, as registration
authority, to register that company ag the owner of the land under seciion 8(2) of

‘the Act of 1965,

I am required by regulation 30(1)} of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971 to
explain that a person agzrieved by this decision as being erronecus in voint of law
may, within & weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to :im,
require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this - Z[GA" | day of%-&j 1976.

Chief Commons Commissioner
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