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COMLONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965

Reference‘Nos 203%/D/8
203/D/12%
203/D/129

In the Matter of (1) Pitstone Ragpit and
(2) Pitstone Hills, Pitstone, Aylesbury Vale
District, Buckinghamshire

DECISION

es relate (1) %o the registration at Entry No. 1 in the Land Section
Unit No. CL.5S in the Register of Common Land maintained by the
Buckinghanshire County Council, and (2) to the registrations at Eatry No. 1 in the
Land Sec:ion and at Entry Fo. 1 in the Rights Section of Register Unit lo. CL.272

in the said Register, and are occasioned (1) by Objection No. 27 made by

Tunnel Sement Ltd and noted in the Register on 19 October 1970, and (2) by Ovjection
No. 105 and made by the said Courcil and noted in the Register on 1 May 1972.
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T neld aearings for ths puspose of inquiring into tnese disputes at Aylesoury

(CL.68) on 23 June 1976 and 4 October 1977, and (CL.58 and CL.273) on 23 Jamuary 1979.
At the 1976 hearing Tunnel Cement Limited were represented by Mr M Driscoll of
Bounsel instructed by Thomas Cooper & Stibbard, Solicitors of London, (2) Pitstone
Parish Council on whose apvlication the CL.58 registration was made were represented

by Mr R G Merrilees of Lounsel instructed by Allan Janes & Co, Solicitors of

ligh Wycombe, (3) Aylesbury Vale District Council were represented by ir S D Wadsworth,
solicitor of their Legal Department, and (4) Buckinghamshire County Council were
represented by Mr D if joa- their Assistant County Secretary; I adjourned the
proceedings. At the 1977 hearing, Buckinghamshire County Council were represented

by Mr John; having regard to what he said and a letter dated 25 September 1977 from
Pitstone Parish Council with a consent endorsed thereon signed on behalf of

Tunnel Cement Ltd, I agein adjourned.the proceedings. At the 1977 hearing Buckingharshire
County Council were represented by Mr John.

* The land ("the CL.58 Land"”) in Register Unit No. CL.68 (Pitstone Ragpit) contains
_about 2 acres; the grounds of Objection Mo. 27 are "that the land was nol comnmon
1and at the date of registration". The land (Mthe CL.273 Land") in Register Unit
No. CL.273 {Pitstone Hills) contains about 56.%4 acres; -in the-Rights Section has
neen registered on the application of Mr J D Hawkins, Mr § C Hawkins and
“r C C Hawkins (trading as J H Hawkins and Son) a right attachked to Pitstona Green Farm
to graze 120 shzep; the grounds of Objection Ho. 106 are: '"That the land was not

common land at the date of registratinn and that the right claimed does not exist at
all".

At the 1979 hearing I had before me: (a) a letter dated 17 January 1979 fron
J H Hawkins and Son saying that they now wish completely and for all time to withdraw
their claim to grazing riguts cn the Pitsltone Hills; (o} a request signed on bzhalfl
of Buckinghamshire County Council, Pitstone Parish Council, J H Hawkins and Son, and
Aylesobury Vale District Council to the Commons Commissioner to refuse to confirm the
CL.273 registration; and (c) a request signed on behali of the said Councils and

. Tunnel Cemant Limited to the Commons Commissioners to refuse to confirm the CL.65
registration. »



M~ John at the 1979 hearing (bringing up to date what he outlined at the 197?
aring) gave a history of the negotiations relating te these matters, which hlutorj
smarise as followsi- By the Pitstone Inclosure Award, the CL.63 Land was
otted to the Surveyors of Highways for the repair of public and private roads;
many years ago for this purnose the land had been worked oub ané vdecome much owe”"rOJq.
e CL.273% Land was owned by the Tunnel Cement Co Ltd {or one of the companies in the
sare group); this land (a hill) is open and suitable for use by the public; a quarry
o1 it would or might be very unsightly and, because anything on the land is visible
fron a wide area, against the pubdlic interest. On the other hand the CL.58 Land is
in & fizt surrounding, so that its addition to adjoining quﬂr*} land would or might not
o

9a much no-iced. There have been complex negotiations which have resulted in various
asreenents under which in effect the CL.58 Land will be available for quarry purposes
=nd +he CL.27Y3 Lan? will be eonjoyed by the puslic as an open space.

Yo Jorn sroduced an agrssment dated 17 January 1979 and made between the Caounty
Council and the Parish Council which embodied the result of these negotiations and
with tzas details of which I am not now concernad. Negotiations were on the basis
tnhat tne registrations with which I am concerned could be dezlt with as set out in
tas recuasts summarised adove. In the circumstances outlined by Mr John, I consider

t to zive effect ito the said request, anc accoraingiy I refuse teo confirm any of
aid registrations. | ;

I =2m reguired by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Qegulatlons 1971 to'j
explain that a person agprieved by this decision as being erroncous in spoint of lav
z2y, within © weeks from the date on which rotice of the decision is sent to him,
require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.
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Dated tuis /4T ay of SHETITp 1979 :
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Comnons Commissioner



