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In the matter of The Village Green, Huntington,
Chester District, Cheshire

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as

Tve Village Green, Huntington, Chester District being the land comprised in the
Land Section of Register Unit No. CL 60 in the Register of Common Land maintained
by the Cheshire County Council of which no person is registered under sectlon b
of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Tollowing upon the public notice of this reference no person claimed to be the
freshold owner of the land in question and no person claimed to have information as
ts its ownership.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the ownership of
the land at Chester on & June 1980. At the hearing Huntington Parish Council were
renresented by Mr J Crawford their chairman.

Twa land ("the Unit Land") in this Register Unit according to the Register contains
atout 0.077 hectarss {0.130 acres).

Mw Crawford who nas lived in the Parish since 1946, been a memdsr of thz2 Parish

uOUﬁCll for thes last 31 years and their chairman for the last % y2ars and at other
times (making about 15 years altogether) in the course of his svidence producsd:-

(1) a letter dated Fab 2/65 from lr Stanley Crimshaw to Mr A T Williams ths clerk

of Huntington Parish Council; {(2) a copy letter dated 2 February 1965 from the
clerk of the Parish Council to the County Surveyor (Cheshire County Council);

(3) & (&) iettersdated 11 February and 26 May 1965 from the Coun:y Surveyor in reply;
(3) a cooy lstter dated 14 June 1968 from the clerk of the Parisn Council to

My Grimshaw; and (8) « Llle+s  dated 5/6/68 from Mr Grimshaw in reply.

Mr Crawford said (in effact): -—I;ﬂ Unit Land is boundsd on the west by the road [
(35120) from Chester to the south and on its other 31de by the horse shoe road
(mentioned in Mr Grimshaw's 1965 1etter) a Zwnich 15 a row of
shoss. Ine Unit Land is a grass area now mOWn regular y (as needed) by the County
Council on behalf of the Parish Council. The Unit Land was left by Mr Grimshaw

wno was the owner of it and of the surrounding land when he developed the surrounding
land as a housing estate; he maaqe the horsa sroe road {as he says in his 1963
letter "as an added feature of nic2 town planning ... and thereby created the v1llage
grean'. The Parisn Council r°glstered the Unit Land urder the 1565 Act and so
informed Mr Grimshaw in their 1968 letier; he was pleased (see his 1563 letter)
saying: "it makes a good focal point for the village and I think it much better to
nr2serve it for parish use". Since about 1965 the Parish Council have maintained
the . Unit Land and ostersibly acted as owners, for example applications for wayleaves
over it have been considered and some granted and a bus shelter has been erscted at
the cost of the Parish Council and concrete posts have been put un on the horse shoe
road side to prevent access by heavy lorries. (The County Council put thes2 up but
Mr Crawford thought that the Parish Council suggested them and were charged).
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Mr Crawford said that Ar Grimshaw has died: =0 I am abl=+ =zader the Tivil Ividaace
Act 1963 to treat his leiter as evidence by him. From waat he wroiz2 and oa tha
evidence of Mr Crawford summarised above, I conclude that the Parish Council are

in possession of the Unit Land and that it is practically certain that their
possession will not be disturbed. Possession in such circumstences is equivalent

to ownership and I am therefore satisfied that the Parish Council is the owner of

the land, and I shall accordingly direct the Chesnire County Council, as registration
authority, to register Huntington Parish Council as the owners of the land under
section 8(2) of the Act of 1965.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971 to
explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in point of law
may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the dscision is sent to him,
require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.
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Dated this 1.‘{.&: - day of Q’U-ﬂ-ﬂ- _— 1980.
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Commons Commissioner



