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In the lltter of The Green or Recreation Fleld,
Yoorsholm, Cleveland.

This . reference relates to the question of the owmership of land Ymown as The
Green or Recreation Field beinz the land comprised in the land Section of

Register Unit Jo. VG 16 in the Register of Town or Village Greens maintoined
by the former North Riding of Yorkshire County Council of which no person is’
registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1685 as the owmer.

Following upon the public notice of this reference the Iangbaurgh Borough Council
claimed to be the Yreehold owmer of the land in question and Mr G %/ Dove claimed
to have information as to its awmership. '

I held a heering for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the ovmership
of the land at “hitby on 25 lay 1977.

- At the hearing i&r J 7/ D Fernie, solicitor, appeured on benalf of the Borough
Council and ilr Dove appeared in person.

Dy the Low l}oor Inclosure Award made on 23 Iarch 1854 under the acts for the
Inclosure, Sxchanze and Improvement of Iands the land the subject of this reflerence
wes set oui, allotted and awarded to the Cmirchirardens and Overseers of the Poor
of the Township of :loorsom in the parish of Skelton to be held by them and their
successors in trust as a place for exercise and recreation for the inhabitants of
the tovmship ond reighdourhood.

Jefore the passing of the Rating a2nd Valuaztion :ct 1925 the tovmship of l‘oorsom
had decome part of the urban district of Skelton and 3rotton. Therefore Dy virtue
of art. 4(5) of the Gverseers Order 1927 (5.R. % C. 1927, VYo. 55) made under
section 62(1) of the Act of 1925 the powers and cduties of the churchvardens and
overseers with respect to the kolding of this land were transfeired to tlie Skelion
and Drotton Urban District Council.

Under section 1 of the Recreoation:l Charities Act 195G the provision and maintenance
of grounds to be used for the purposes of recreation or leisurctime occupztion
beeane and were deened alwzys to have been charitable. This lend therefore

becuzme subject to the provisions of section 210 of ‘he ILocal Government Act 1572

by being held by the Urbcn District Council a2s sole irusiee exclusively for
cheritable purposes. The arew ¢l the former tovmship of corsom vecime part

of the boroush of Langdaurgh by virtue of the act of 1972 and since no pirish
includinz that arez has been constituted unider that 2ci, this land become vested

in the Iangbaurgh Jorouzh Council by virtue of section 210(2) (o) cf tue ict.

il Dove wished to have the land vested in some body more closely connected with the
affairs of *he immedisie locality, but that is not legully possidle, sirce the
chain of statutory provisions leads to the Borough Council.



On *uis evidence I sm satisfied thet the Lengbaurch 3orougn Céuncil is the owm:r
of tne lund, and I shall accordingly direct the Cleveland County Council, as
registretion authority, to regicter the Borough Council as the ovmer of the land
under section 8(2) of the Act of 1935. <

I an required Ly regulation 30(1) of the Coions Commissioners Regulations 1971
to explain that a person aggricved by this cecision as Leing erroneous in voint

“of lay may, within 6 weeks from' the date on which notice of the decision is sent
to him, require ne to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this 3ol  day of a(vwe 1977

Gt
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