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COMIONS REIGISTRATION ACT 1965
Reference No.6/T/12

In the Matter of the Jacka, Portloe,

Vervan, Truro, R.D.. Cornwall

DECISICN

This reference r2lates to the quention of the ovnership of land knowm as
the Jacka, Portloe, Very=n, Truro Rurzl District being the land comprised in the
Land Section of Register Unit MNo.C.L.213 in the Register of Common Land maintained
by the Cornwall County Council of which no person is registered under section 4
of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner. :

Following unon the public notice of this reference Mr, J. L. Lezch in 2
letter dated 10th May 1972 claimed the land Yehind the cottage kmowm as Bay Cottage.
No other perscon claimed to be the freehol? owner of the land in question or to have
information ‘as to its ounershin.

I held = hecrins for the nurvose of incuiring into the auestion of the
owvnership of the land a2t Truro on 12th July 1972.

The he~ring was at<ended br the Verran Parish Couzcil ("the Council') rho
were ranresentes By thair Jhairmarn, !r, o, K. Julysn, br the Por<l-e larhour
Commissioners ("The Commizsioners') +ho were represented by Mr. J. Turner, one of
the Commizsicners, and »r Mr., Le-ch, '

The Jaclka is 2 leng strin of lond next to the sez extendins from Portlos
Cove on the north -ast te a line about three qunrtners of the way to !anare Point
on the souti west. it the renuest of thr “ouncil I insrented the land, it having
bren 27reed by those nresent at the hearinz that I should do so unatisnded.

The land has runzing through it one well-trodden footpath thich starts
at sea level 2t the Cove, rises stzenly to the high ground =bove Jacka Point, and
then ~ontinues hirh above sea level across the south west boundarr of the lard
to the hich ~rouvnd above Monare Point and berond. This nath is i effect a tor
(or nearly a *ton) of the cliff walk. South east of this path the land slopes
steenly down to thre sea; on this side excent where it is too steer or too rocky,
oracken for the most part zgrows thicklv; here, excest tothe view noint on the high
sround abtove Jacka Point, a person who left the path would I think, unless he was
well ncruainted with the localit:;r be in danger of slirping doom the cliff into the
sea. On the north west side of the well-trodden path the level farming land hicher
up was, for the most part, well concealed either by thick scrub or other vegetation
or 9y the land which slones steenly un to it from the path, Or a fine day =2 walk
alonz thiz nath to anybody anpreciative of unusual scenery would be an extrzordinaril;
pleasant and exhilarating experience. The land is, I think, to those living in or
. coming on holiday to Portloe, an amenit; of excentional value.

At the hesring Mr., Julyan whe had knowm the land for at leest fifty years
told me that the public had always enjoyed uninterrupted access to it. The
annual Sunday School treat was held on a part of the land near the Cove. The

. Band of Hope twice in every year go there from sea level at the Cove up the steep
path to the ground above Jacka Point about 150 feet above sea level.
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Mr. Leach told me -that he claimed usage rizhts in respect of his washing
line at the back of Bay Cottage; this cottage fronts on comparatively low-lying
ground in the Village and backs on the high ground of the Jacka. However, on
examining with Mr. Leach the copy register map, he agreed that the land over
which he claims such rights is situate north of the green verge line shown on the
map and he was not therefore concerned with the land now in question.

Mr. Turner told me that those fishing from the harbour of Portloe were
accustomed to sorend their nets over a wall and some grass land on the Jacke
situated south and south west of the school., The Commissioners would like
Portloe to star as a fishing village and hoped that no decision of mine would
interfere with this custom which they believed had beern exercised continucusiy
for the last 200 years, and currently by the owners of about six boats manned full
time and about twelve boats manned part-tine.

The Council and the Commicsioners were agreed that this land should in the
interests of the locallty be vested in the Council and ~ontended that I should
oiye 2 direction which would have this effect. .

I have, I think, no jurisdiz*tion to give such a direction merely because
it would be beneficisl: under the ‘¢t I am, I think, rejuired to state whether
T »m on the evidence submitted to me "satisfied" as to the owmershin. ''ith scme
rerret bacause I sympathise with %he contentiocn of the Zouncil ané the Cormmi-=ion~rs,
I am unzble on the infoarmation before me to conclude *het the Council is ovmer.

For these reasorns I am not zatisfied that any nerson is the owner of the
lard, and =ccordinmly the land will .mder section 9 of the let fall into -rotection.
t mar be thot this nrotection may anabls the Council to nrotect the land to some
av+ent as thev now wish, notwithstanding that the Council will not be regi-tered
=5 ovmar. Uy decision will noty T think, =ffect any customary rights of the
fishermen,

I an recuirad b rerulution 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Rerulzticns
1071 £o expl-in that a rerson acgrieved by this decision as being erroneous
4in =oint of law mny, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision
is gent to him, reguire me to state a case for the decision of the Fish Court.

Dated this 15-& day of O‘-l""f‘ﬂ"‘h 1972

Commons Commissioner



