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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference No 209/UG/4

In the Matter of Denbury Green,
Torbryan, Teignbridge District,
Devon

DECISICH

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land containing
about 1l acres known as Denbury Green, Torbryan, Teignbridge District being
the land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit No VG. 9 in the
Register of Town or Village Greens maintained by the Devon County Council of

which no rverson is registered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965
as the owner. . ; ‘ :

Following upon the public notice of this reference no person claimed to be the
freehold owner of the land in guestion and no person claimed to have information
as to its ownership.

I held a nearing for the purrose of inquiring into the question of the ownership
of the land at Exeter on 17 November 1977. At the hearing Torbryan Parish Council
were revresented oy Colonel Ci Townsend their cnairman.

Colcnel Townsend said (in effect):- The land is a rough green with roads ruaning
across i%t, situated just south of the Village. <oy custom the farish Council

tave -ione a certain amount for it, tut they cannot put up notices or stop seorle
zarking on it necause they have no legal authority. They could offer no evidence
of cwrersnip and ne was agreeable that I should proceed under subsection {3} of
sectisn 3T the ict of 1405.

ol

In the absence of any evidence 1 am not satisfied that any person is the owner
of the land, and I shall accordingly direct the Devon County Council, as
registration authority, to register Torbryan Farish Council as the owner of the
land under section 3(3) of the Act.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1371 .
t2 exwnlain that a serson agerieved by this decision as being erroneous in toint

© of law may, within & weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent
to nim, require me to state a case for the decision of the Hizh Court.

Dated this C/“/'C day of (/& cand s — 1977
O e.. /5:»(“-— 9"/&-

e —

Commons Commissbner



1334

¥r Reddaway drew attention to some Intries in the Minute Book (pages 79, 80
and 82) relating to the public pathway leading to the Bowling Green.

The land (''the Green') comprised in Register Unit No VG. 16 is on the Register

map (based on the 03 map) called "Church Green", is on the south side of

St Andrews Church in the middle of the Village of Sampford Courtenay, and contains
(as I estimate from such map) about < of an acre. Inthe Rights 3ection of this

Register Unit are four Znctries of various rignts of common over this and other
lands.

trs liadden drew my attention to 4 Entries in the linute Book she had produced

showing that money was being paid. to the Parisn Council for trespass to,an
encroachment on and a wireless-pole on the Village Green (7 ifay 1900, 29 October 1920,
21 april 1922 and 19 June 1934). She also produced the Parish Council Hinute Book
from 1930 to 1972 which contains 4 Zntries (28 ¥arch 1938, 21 December 1949,

20 September 1962, and 4 “eptember 1367), all expressly or impliedly assuming

Parish Council ownership.

Rev D Bickerton who is the incumbent of the Parish of Sampford Courtenay
produced a copy of the Tithe iward dated 7 vanuary 1842 which included an Intry
described as "'Sporting Green", of which the Land Owners were stated to be the
“zarish Officers’.

satisfied as to the “arish ZJouncil's

ied /there being no evidence that anyone
Y, tion {3) of section 3 of ihe 1565 ict

recuired to direct the regis Farish Jouncil as ine owner; jusct

as I am o7 subsection {2} of the section recuired o direct — I I am so

satisfied. i5 regards the 7G. 1% land, in 2y opinion the evidence ziven as

surmarised atove 7alls short of estaclishing =ne Par%;n Council's ownershipo;

. A . . . P .
my oninion recaives some support from Shelitz ward in that tha “G. :D Land
{unlike She The JUreen) was tierein descrived as Deing in the ownersnin

mer
-

It may not matter wne
gwnership, because if
else couig ne the own

cohn iiils; I am therefore znot satisiied any verson 1s the ow
Y3, 15 ~and and T shall accordingly direct trhe Devon County Council as
authority to register 3ampford Courfenay Parish Council as ownem 2f th
under section 3(3) of the act of 1863, <{n ihe evidence summarised atove I am
satisfied that the Parish Council are ifhe owner; of the (reen either 25 successors
of thke Tarish Officers mentioned in the 1ELZ .ward and/or as :naving Seen and now
being in possession, and I small accerdl 7 iirect Devon CZounty Uouncil as
registration authority to register Zamnf Tourtenay Parisn Jouncil as the dnery
5f '"he Green under section 3(2) of the : T 1805 : :
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I anm "eoui“nd by "ewu1afiov IC{LY of the Cc:rons Commissioners Regulations 071

to exsliain that a person aggrieved oy this decision as veing 2rroneous in n2int
of law may, within ¢ weeks from the date on wnichnotice of the decision is sent
to nim, require me to state a case for the Zscision of the Hign Court

Dated this q/f day of pt'u'w"“" - 1977
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