COLZICKS REGISTRATICH ACT 1965

Reference Lo, 10/3/4

In the latter of Knacker's Hole Common,

Punclinowle, Dorset {1lo.3)

DZCISICH

This dispute relates to the registration at Zniry Ie.8 ir the Land
section of Register Unit I'o. C.L.2 in the Register of Common Land maintained
by the Dorzet County Council and is occasionad by Cbjection No.126 made
by John Reddick Bridgman and noted in the Register on 17th December 1970.

With the assistance of lr. J. Svenasor, F.R.I.C.3., as Assessor, I held
a hearing for the purnose of ingquiring into the dispute at Dorchester on
6tk ilarch 1572. The hearing wac attended by I'r. R.i. Cox, Chairman of the
Punclinowle Parich Council, and lr. P.J. Xneip, solicitor for lr. 3ridgman.
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Havinr refuced tc corfirm the regisiration of rights of cormon over this
land, it is now necessary for me to consider whether it zas bheern rizshtly
registored 2s coimon land, since the definition of "common land" in =.22(1)
of the Commens Regisirztion Act 1965 includes not only land over which trere
are rizhis of common, but alse manorial wasie not subject to rizhts of coumon.

A% the outset of the proceedings it was stated on behal? of She Parish
Council that it was no longer contended that *the land comprised in enclesure
£0.130 on the Ordnance Survey liap of the parich (1902 Zdiiion) should te
included in the registration. -
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Zole Common is shewn on the tithe wap for the parish of
out a2 number and nhad no tithe rent—charge apporticned to it.
For many years berfore 1951 the entrarce to the land from thes read o
vrorfh was open, but it was clozed by two 8lip rails when animals were on i
A number cf inhabitants of the parizh used %o sut catile, horses and soais
cn the land from time to tize.
gvidence was siven by Urs.llary Zlanche Treviti, whe was born in Purcimoewle
over 70 rears azo, that er father paid 1/— a year to the lord of the nmancr
for nermicsion Yo hdave two wagon aouses on the land in auestion. A lr.Churczill
ailso paid 1/— a jear for a wagon house and a stable,and a r.Zveleigh said
vhe same Zor cermission to have a stable on the land.

On 26th lay 1960 ilr. Licnel John King, who was at that time the owner
of the manor or reputed manor of Puncknowle, applied to the Zinister of
Ayriculiure, Iisgheries & Fcod under 8.194 of the Law of Property ict 1925
for consent to the erection of a Tence with a pedestrian gate across the
nortl end of inaclzer's lole, ilr, ¥ing inrormed the linister ihat the land
vas manorial waste, Lut that, so far as was then known, ithere was vover



cotmon of pasture for farm stock, nor cormon of estover, common of turhary

or common in soil, iir. King stated that the purpose of the proposed fence

wag to close the land temporarily in order to clear it of scrub and rabbits,
drain it, clean the ditches and generally reclaim the land by plouchins it

up and laying it down to permanent pasture. DBy an agreement made 3th Septenmber
1960 vetween lir.ling and the Bridport Rural District Council . Ying
undertook when the permanent pasture was well established for ever thereafter
to permit wembers of the public to use the land as an oven space.

It seems to me that until the erection of the temporary fence the land
in question had the characteristics of manorial waste in that it was open,
unencloged and unculiivated and was not part of the lord's demesne. Since
ir.{ing was not purporting to enclose the land permanently, it does not
appear to me that his action had the effect of denriving the land of its
status as manorial waste.

For these reasons I confirm the registration with the following
modification := The area to be reduced by the exclusion of No.130 on the
Ordnance Survey lap of the parish (1902 EZdition).

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations
1971 to exrlain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erronecus
in roint of law may, within 6 weelirs from the dzie on which natice of the
decision is sent to him, require me to state 2 case for the decision of the
Jdigh Court,

Dated this T4 &h day of March 1972

Cioief Cormons Cormissicner



