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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965
’ Reforence No. 10/U/15

In the Matter of Knighton Common,
Ainfrith Newburgh, Dorsei

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land kxnown as
Enighton Common, 7infrith Newburgh, being the land comprised in the Land
Section of Register Unit No. C.L.98 in the Register of Common Land maintained
by the Dorset County Council, of which no person is regisiered under section 4
of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference ilr.John Kilpatriek, of
Gibraltar Cottage, East Knighton, claimed to be the freehold owner of the land
in question and no other person claimed to have information as to its ownershirp.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the
ownership of the land at Dorchester on 12tk May 1972.

There was no appearance at the hearing. In his letter claiming the land,
which is next to his house, Mr.Kilpatrick stated that he had been usirng the land
for 16 years and that he had made the road through it during that time and would
not like anrbody %o block his right of way. I can only observe that there is
an inherent inconsistencey ir this claim, for if Ur.Xilpatrick has a right of
way over the land, *he land must belong to some other person. Nr.Kilpatrick sent
a further letter to the Clerk of the Commons Cormissioners, in which he said
that he claimed squatter's rights, having used the land for 15 years. I cannot
accept this letter as admissible evidence. In the absence of such evidence,

I am not satisfied that any person is the owner of the land, and it will
accordingly £all into protection under section 9 of the Act of 1565, For the
avoidance of doubt, T should add that ttis decision has no effect upon any
right of way to which lr.Kilpatrick mayr be entitled.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of tke Commons Commissioners Regulations
1971 to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneocus
in point of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the

decision is sent to him, require me to state a case for ike decision of the
High Court.

Dated this Eiﬁfh day of ilay 1972 .CL}..Aéq} g

Chief Commons



