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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 , Reference Ko 13/U/153

Tn the Yatter of Alkerton Green,
Eastington, Gloucester D

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as
Alkerton Green, Eastington, Gloucester D being the land comprised in the Land
Section of Register Unit Ho CL. 249 in the Register of Common Land maintained
by the Gloucestershire County Council of which no person is registered under
section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference Bastington Taprish Council
and Mr R C Cozens claimed to be the freehold owner of t¥e land in question and
no other person claimed to have information as to 1its ownership. :

T held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the ownership
of the land at Gloucester on 13 “Yctober 1977.

'y 3 ¥ Tudor and yr T C French chzirman and vice chairman resgectively of the
Tastin=ton Parish Council appeared for their Council and .Ir R C Cozens.apgeared
in nerson. :

r Cozens nas ceen the owner of ilkerton Green Faram since April 1856 and he nas
fpom time to time cut the grass on the land in guesticn at tlie request o thne
~arish Council. On occasions waen the cut grass was suitatle ne has token it
zway as hay for his own use. In 156€ [ir Cozens wishred to puild an access road
ts nis farm across the land in guestion and he ocbtained permission from the
Tarish Council to build the road on terzs. The agreement cannot now e found no
Joubt because it was never executed because }ir Cozens' solicitor discovered

+hat the Farish Council had no title to the land. ir Cozens very frankly told ze
that it was only when he discovered in 1965 that the Parish Council kad no titl
tiizt e thought ke could claia ownership of the land. Inssfar as !r Cocens

cut the grass ard took hay from the land at the request and with the permission
oF the Parish Council these activities were vermissive and were not the act of
an owner which could result in. his accuiring a possessory title.

n the other hand I take the view that the activities of the Parish Council,
woich tried and failed to ascertain the true owner in 1685, and which amounted
to no more than keeping the land tidy were not such as nave enzbled the Council
to accuire a possessory title. ’

Tn the absence of any evidence I ammwt satisfied tnat any person is the owrer of
the land, and it will therefore remain subject to protection under-section 9 of
the Act of 1965. '
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I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971
to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in point
of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent
to him, require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

, .
Dated this 79  day of detolet 1977

Yoy

Commons Commissioner



