COMMONS REGISTRATICN ACT 1965 I Reference No. 55/D/4

In the Matter of Trellech Green,
Trellech.

DECISION

This dispute relates to the registration at Entry No.l in the Land Section of Register
Unit No.5 in the Register of Town or Village Greens maintained by the former Monmouth-
shiré County Council and is otcasioned by Objection No. 20 made by 3ass Ltd. (now
called 3ass Charrington Ltd.) and noted in the Register on 2nd September 1970.

I held a hearing for the purpose‘of inquiring ihto the dispute at Yonmouth on 2nd Jul:
1975. ' : '

-The hearinz was attended by Mr, G. V. Yilliams of the firm of Messrs., Morzan Trancis
Parnrall and Traneis’, Solicitors, of Chonstow, for Trellech United Comrmunity Council
(the applicant for rewis ration); and by ir. S. Lowry of Counsel, instructed by
Hessrs. Jacklyn Dawson and Meyrick “illiams, 3clicitors, for the Chjector.

e land in muesilion is a amall nicce o
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f onen land, some 3.2 of an acre in extent;
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lrinzT between the Crown Inn Trellech and the nublic nizhway 2.4293, The land i
situnte In the zenire of she villase, It . is bounded on the east by the hishway, on
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the north in =art by a stone wall or hedze and zarage on land adioininz the churchyar:
of -v. Jicholas' Church and in zart hy 2 house called Fhe Croft (nov belonzing fc lr.
N —~ aw — Y N - . . . N
~e To 0 Poulter), on the uest by the Orown Inn, arnd on the scuth by a buildinz saloxn.
ing to fhe Zoowm Inn, formerly used as a cotitage or as stables,
Allinms wut in evidence Alfidavits by the undermonticned nersenz, all o
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lierly and have been Tamiliar uith the land in juestion over lons periods vin.
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Crzl evidenze Was ziven by Mrs Zheila lary Aprleton and ir. Thomas Henry Zvans.

davit and oral evidence shous that formerly, certainly dewn to the Zreat lar

) y there was an irorn railing in front of the Zrewn Inz, about 10 feet from the
Iront wzll. oT the Inn, eaclosing wihat was prokably a small zarden or forecourt. The
area betweon this gzrden or forecourt znd the highway was openr and Jor thz mosi part



.
.

covered with grass. This piece of ground was referred to by the local inhabitants
as "The Green'', and there was a strong reputation among them that they had an

_ immemorial or customary right to use it for games and recreation and other village
activities. There is no doubt that, thrcughout the period of living memory, it has
been so used until comparatively recent times. Children used to play there such games
as "Ring-a-ring-azroses' "Hoop-la" and ckipping, and boys played football there with
a small ball, without objection from the licensec of the Crown Inn. Harvest
celebrations wers held there. In olden times, it was used as a fair ground, with
coconut shies and stalls for the sale of china and other goods. A live-stock market -
was also held there at one time. Mr. James Hosking recalls that T fair was held . there
on 19th July 1919. Mrs S. ZT. Price (born 1881) states that at harvest time her husban
used to take to the green an apple press so that as part of the amusement the local
inhabitants could make cider. Fireworks displays were held there on Guy Fawkes nights
and bonfires were 1lit on Armistice Day 1918 and V.E. Day 1945.

Mrs Avpleton (the ~resent’chairman of Trellech United Community Council) produced a cof
photograph of the village taken abtout 1900. This shows the Crown Inn and the land in
question. - The photograph shows the iron railings in front of the Inn. Mrs Appleton
also produced Hinutes of a Parish ieeting of Trellech held on 4th February 1929, which
(inter alia) record: : :

"it was also decided to place on record that what remains of the old Village Green
- which does not belong to The Croft Estate. or the Crown Hotel Estate, but to the
Toun of Trellech, should %e kept free from all obstruction and encroachment.'

¥rs Appleton stated that the village grcen extended from the fence shown in the 1900
photozranh to the roadside, and from the cottare or stables on the south side to the
church boundary fence. In 1935, at the time of Xing George V's Jubilee, a flagpole
was erected 2y the Parish Zouncil on this land near the Church boundary fence, and near
the mounting tlock shown on the Post Card photogravh dated about 1970 which she producec -

virs Appleton also testified that the land had always been regarded in the villace as a -
village green, and that *his vas never challenged until 1966 when Mr. Davidscn (the ther
landlorl of tha Crown) but up a notice stating that persons varking their venicles on
the land in question, nct being customers of the Inn, would be chapced 2/64.

As -appears from the rervort in t.e issue of ‘estern Daily Press dated 7th Octoker 1966,
Mr Davidson's action prcovoked a row in the village. The villazers vere angry, and cla:
ed that the l.nd was common land, meanins ne doubt that in effect it belonged to them _
and not to the Crown Inn. Mr Davidson is reported as having told the Press: 'There i:
no dou-t that the bhrewery owns the land. It i5 in the Geeds".

4ell, Mr Lowry put the deeds of the Brewery in evidence. These begin with a Conveyan:
ted 31st March 1719, by which Robert Lachlan conveyed the Crown Inn to Lloyd and
Yorath Lt.. The vparcels describe the land as "more particularly delineated in the plan
drawn -in the fold _,,,., and theren coloured pink.' The area coloured pink in the plan
includes the area fenced in alon7j the front wall of the Crown Inn, but it does not in-
clude the land locally kno.n as.The Green. By a Conveyance dated 8th March 1937
Lloyd & ¥orath Ltd. conveyed the Crown Inn to Leonard 3teshen Vanghan., The parcels ar
identical with those ccntained in the Conveyance of 1919 and do not include the land



locally known as The Green. In 1956, however, when Mr. Vaughan sold the Crown to
#illiam Hancock& Co. Ltd, he purvorted by the conveyance dated 10th July 1956 to
convey t6 the purchasers, in addition to the Crown Inn, all his estatd and intersst in
the forecourt and entrance coloured green on the plan annexed thereto being the land
known locally as The Green. By a Conveyance dated 26th May 1970 L..ancock & Co, Ltc¢
conveyed to Bass Ltd. {inter alia) the "Crown Inn Trellech, lonmouthshire;" and by a le
dated 12th April 1972 Bass Lid. demisecd to the present llcensee Hr David James Jenkins
and his wife for the term of 199 years thz Crown Inn "Together with (so far as the

leésor can grant the same) th- rights included in the 1956 Conveyance.
Mr Lowry called as witnesses on behalf of the Objector the followin: persons:

fir Javid Janes Jenkins, the present licensee of The Crown.
lr Charles Froderick Thomas Davidson, a former licensee of The Cro.
I'rs Zva viary fauunan, the wife of a former licensee of The Crown.
Colonel iush illiam Zyvler. - .
Mr Lowry alseo zut in arn affidavit by ir. J, 1, Otto-Jones, 3Solicitor, exhibiting un-
sworn statements “y iims Jane Crun and the former licensee iir. Leonard Vaughan. These
statments, being unsworn, are not strictly admissible in ewi‘ence, but, in the absence
of objection, I am wnrerared *“o accent 5hbm at their face valus. Both these stateonontc
confirm that Tormerly there were railin~s in Trent of The Creum.

The Ohjector's vLﬁonce shows that since the last war there hzs been very little, if
any, use of the lan’ in quecticn s a villaze green 1,2, for s.o”tq nastimes or
recreation. ~mart Trom iin use for nurnnses of acces:z to adloining nrortarties, it hus
“neen used almost exclusively 2s 1 car nzri by custonasrs of Eh: inn, visiteors to the
Shurch and the seneral -ualic. Cn ceveral occnsions in the recernt nast, the surface
cf the sround hos beon repailed and i ¢ v osuccussive lizousess of £he Crown In,
in order Lo render it nmore suitable 18 7 cor oarh. % i3, rerhaps, aiso true
that she -considerable mounr fraffis # wifoininsr Licneay rerderns it unsuiiable for
use s a D ociiliran, at onv rate in the Lhoance o sunervision.
In my visw, "ovever, 2 villnme Sree
environmental changes i . The
aquestion iy : was the Iand in jquast: a2at iz, thoon igfined v irg lonleion
! villﬁge green at any Limn 1 : i BR i i vias. I; Z3llo.s,
in =y opini: Shat ih o shiil
Ligen Terata Lti. inotalled a vater
sunzly of water to the Ian. It
ich Meetin; was relsted Lo the
ar fo mewr, BhA o fzxln 313 not interlere,
exccpt during its construction, witn ~o land as oo vl ‘e sreen, and could
not have altered iis chrrncter 1o

motification viz. ther:s
along the whole of
g, without wnreiudice

Tor these reasons I conlirm with the follovin:
is exclucded from the regisiraiion a dbrig.o: l.nd 1C fes :
the front wall of The Jrown Inn, The registratien is, o
to any rizhts of way, public or nrivate, over the l:und.




I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners degulations 1671 to

explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroncous in woint of law

- may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decisior is sent to hinm,
require me to state a case for the decision of the Hizh Court.

DaLted'l this 4K day of VV&’VW ~ 1975

A K

Commons Commissioner




