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COLLONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference No. 15/0/43

In the Matter of Parsons Common, Hentland
and Sellack. South Herefordshire D., Hereford and Worcester County

DECISICN

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as
Parsona Common (extending to about If acres), Hentland and Sellack, Scuth
Herefordshire Diatrict (formerly Ross and Whitchurch Rural District) being the
land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit ¥o. CL.46 in the Register
of Common Liane maintained by the Hereford and Wercester County Council of which
no person is registered under section 4ofthe Commons Registration Act 1965 as

the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this peference Hentland Parockial Church
gcuncil (in a letter to the County Land Agent) claimed ownership of the land in
question; no other person claimed to be the freehold owner of the land or to

have information as to its ownership.

T held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the
ownership of the land at Hereford on 10 December 1974. At the hearing (1)
Hentland Parochial Church Council, znd (2) Hentland and Ballingham Group Parish
Council were both represented by ir. A.G. Baker who is clerk of both Ccuncilsz. .

The land ("the Unit Land") comprised in this Register Unit (I inspected it
on 13 December) is[‘f shaped piece adjoining the wesi, north and east walls of
the grave yard af St. Dubricius's Church, Hentland. Apart from a bungalow on
its west side and two reconditioned cottages a little to the north, the Unit Land
and the Church are remotely situated, tke only vehicular access being by a road
(which stops at the Church) from Kynaston about a mile to the north. The west
part and the part near the road of the Unit Land are grass; the remainipg part
(much the largest part) is rough scrub lapd with many trees, at a level below
that of the walled in grave yard; in thgmiddle of this part there ia a spring
(flowing pentifully when I was there), beinz the source of a stream which flows
out at the ncrth east corner of the Unit Land.

A rizght attached to Upper Pengethley Farm to graze 5,cows/5 sheep over the
Unit Land is registered in the Rights Section of this Register Unit.

Mr, Baker, whc first came to 1live in the Parish in 1912, when he was a boy
aged 12, and has been churchwarden for over 30 years, in the course of his
evidence said (in effect):- BHe and theotker Church people had for all the 62
years he hzd lnown it, always regarded the Unit Land as ckurch land; 1t is and
was known as "Parsons Common"; up to about 12 years ageo (when the heating of
the Church was modernised) the Sexton took wood off the Unit Land to fire the
gtoves in the Church; the Unit Land looks as if it belongs to the Church. 1% is
separated from the surrounding pasture land {this beldngs to the National Trusts
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their tenant grazes the grass on the Unit Land)by a barbed wirs fencef. The
Parish Council does not claim ownership.

On the evidence outlined above, and on what I gaw on my inspecticn, I
conclude that the Unit Land is Church land in the same way as iz the Church and
the surrounding walled in grave yard, and is therefore now vested in the Viear
(not in the Parochial Church Council as was gsuggested) as an ecclesiastical
corporation sole to be held by him and his successors as part of the Church
Yard of the Church. I am therefore satisfied that the Vicar is the owher of the
land in this sense, and I shall accordingly direct the Hereford and Worceater
County Council to register (in accordance with model entry Ne.12 in Schedule 2
of the Commons Begistration General Regulations 1966) the incumbent for the time
being of the benefice ot St. Dubricius, Hentland as the owner of the land under

gection 8(2) of the Act of 1965.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations
1971 to ezplain that a person aggrieved by this decigion as being erronecus. in
point of law may, within & wealks Pron the date on which notice of the decis.en
1o weub To him, require me to state a cage Tor the decision eor toe Hign Court.

Dated this 20 fr  day of Dw“!’" 1974

O . O (4:*‘LL“” Pl .
-

Commons Commissioner



