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This referenc e relatec to the queztion of the ownership of land known as The Vll*aue

Green, Buclminster, lielton and Delvoir Rurzl District being the land comprised in
the Land Section of Register Unit No.VG.67 in the Register of Town or Village Creens
maintained by the Leicestershire County Council of which no person is registered

urder section 4 of the Commons ?evzsuratlo“ Act 1965 as the owmer,

Tollowing upon the public notice of this reference Buclminster Trust Isinte claimed
to be the freshold ouwner of the land in question'and no other person claimed to
hzve information as to its owmership.

I hold a henring for the jyurpose of incuiring into the cuestion of the ownershis

I the lond at Leicester on 24 and 26 July 1973, A% the hearing Mr. A. J. R. Collins,
Colozel J. B, White, Cantain R. F. Abel Smith and Mr, Z. . Neal (the present trustces
of ihe Ductkaminster Truszi Isizte) were renmresented by lir. A. J. Potter.

iven br rr. Potter (he is now and has been since Cctober 1971 the

of the Tzizte) and by Mr. I. J. FNixon (he has rezided near the land
i retired he was part time assistant to the head clerk in the
e Officer. I inspaecied the land oz 25 July.1973.

The land (ke Unit Land") comprised in this Register Unit is a sicce(appronimatelr
actangulzr) of flat zrass land containing (according to the Regicier mapn) .722 of
an acre. It is at the north end of the Village, near the Parish Church, and a lictle
to the gsouth of Suciminster Hall (orﬂrln:lly built in 1810, ize p
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Tesent buildin; WS
vuilt lesz than 10 years azo). The Unit Lznd is bounded: on the ez
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z t by a rozd (leadin
from the Village main stréet past the Hall towards Grontham), oz e other sife of”

whick is some woodland (plot 141) near the entrance drive to Hanty Houge (un i1 recent

cclled Yarmington Hall: built in 1389 as stables for the Hall); on the norti dby-a
read (laading to the Church and Vicarage and tho back road belo” mcnt;oned) on the
otlar side of which is some srass land (scuih east part of plot 124; itself tounded

by the south wall of the former kitchen garden (row separately let) of the Mall;

o the west by a road (leading znd being the back road or back sircet of the Yillarze)
on tie other side of which are grass landz, roadc or paths leading to the Church
ani the Vicarage and alszc some lands and buildings (ploi 128 ) and. on the south
a fooctoatih (o short cut between the rozd above mentioned) on the other side of which
!: z narrow strip of land with shrubs and trces and then the walls of sounc dwellinchou
KRN buraeng (one occupied by ir., MNixon). There are some finzs trees on the Unit Land
and the other surrouwnding zrass lands. The gencral appesrance of the Unit Lond and
its swroundings is most atiractive; as a Village amenity it must be of graat value.
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) a stotutory declzration made on 19 June 1941 that
rivrte unlimited co ﬁa1j) iind been formed to acnuire the
T Dysort who died in 1278 and that the title dceds hzi
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been destroyed in 1940 by enemy action; (ii) a conveyance dated 5 Anril 1951 by
which Buciminster Zstates (in licuidation) conveyed lands in Leicecter, Lincoln

and ‘Rutlond deser ibed as ""Buckminster Estates” and containing 21, 657 acres of
which 1,865 acres were in Buclminister to Mr. Collins, Colonel White and two others
irn fee simple on trust for sale; (iii), (iv) and (v) a desd of rectirement dated
27 Hay 1963, a deed of appointment dated 12 Cctober 1965 and a deed of apnointment
dated 27 April 1073 under which the Trustees became tbe trustees of the 1951
conveyance. S

Iir. Potter described the Village as being "aon Estate Villaze™, 'in that all the
lznds in the Villoge except as below mentioned were owned by the Trusiecs and

so far as occupied were held of the Trustees either on service cccupancies or

under leases.. All such lands were particularly described in the schedule to the
1951 cenveyance excent the Church, the Church Yard, the Vicarage, some land betuween

e Vicarage and the Church Yard and the Unit Land,end soze other relatively small’
picces of land (e.g. the iethodist Chapel); the ownership of these excepted lands
w:HY not clcimed by the Trustees. Also the Tzit Land wes wov particularly dezcribed in
tiie Schedule to the 1951 conveyance, but the owjership of the Unit Land is now
claimed by the Trustees.
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#s5 to this, Mr. Nixon, spezliiag of what he zzad seen since 1633, szic:
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on tiae Lnit Land hos always been cut by the Zstate; tefore the war and alterwaris
ouently with

uh-_l “oout 1950, 2 or 3 times a year by 2c¢yiize; since then nore frea
t¢ thie war, =znd 1t 2ay bde rfor a short time afterwards, there hac been
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Fgir on the Unii Zond witz rocunds
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outs and swinzmz; at the time (19233 and

an ur:aal I
arfteruards) wien he was c¢leri to the Parish Council, the Fair nedzls paid ten suillin-:z
for each annual visit and tiis ten shillings (fhe orly receipt in respect of the
Fair) was »aid into the Parizh Council acecoun:. The Foir nos since the war been
discontinued, and the Unit Land has not afterwards Zaen used by anyone excent bo
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ve ed by the Bat e 2 szarating rcad)
the aenrby port of plot 124 iz identical wizii the Unit =—snd; the Coronztion Sezt is
s this piet. This nlot azd other open grasz land in the Villaze have together with
he Urit band beén kept tidry by the Istate without any distiaction.

#s to past history, bir. MNixen said that he h2d been teld by an oid innatilant thzt
the arnnual Fair used to be held south west of the Villame on larnd south of the
road to Sgroxtcn, nct far from the road Jjunction, that this was discontinued wihen
the cottagzes. (maried 1288) to the south of this junction were tuilt and that Lord
Tysart had arranged for the Fair to move to the Unit Land., The lifa irees had

bl
bzen planiad about 73 years ago. An 0ld villoge mop aaid to bﬂvn veen made about
1320 was produced which showed the Unit Land and the rozdithrouzh the Village as
all cne piece of land without any difference.

Ca incnecting the Unit Land and its sur“oa“-_n;s, I was impressed with tite apparont
s::ll;ri‘J cf the Unit Land and the adjoinin: part cf plot 124, and with thele veing

no cuvious reason way the Uzmit Land should not belong to the same persen zg owied
FadR 5

the land wnich (except for the grass land and the roads or paths in front of the
Church znd the VlC’”""e) surrounded it on all sides, Tha Purish Council were nct

rerresented at the hearing; in the aouence of any ownerszin clain: by then under
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subzection (2) of seetion & of the 1SE5 act, I do nov a*"cn imncriance to the tan
chiilings pnyment they mecoived before and just after the war; in the absence of
wny ciluim under sudscction (3) that no other person hzg esia J_lsrcd ownersiiip, I cun



I think give full weizht to the evidence given on behalf of the Trustess. The
Parcels of the 1951 conveyance xpressly include "all o*ker if any) the lands ...
20w vested in the Company ...". Under these words (arg possibly without them) the
soil of the road:would pass. Notwiths anding that the Urit Land is not described
varticularly in the Schedule of the conveyance, on the evidence outlined atove I
conclude that the Unit land has always been part of the "Estates".

ror these reasons I am satizfied thot the Trustees are the owners of the land, and ,
I skall accordingly direct the Ledicestershire County Council, as rezistration authority,
to register Mr. Artkur James Robert Collins, C.7.0., of 20 Essex Street, Strang,

London Y.C.2, Colonel John Baker “mite, T.D., of Street End Place, Street ZInd, near
Canterbury, Kent, Captain Richard Francis Abel Smith of Elidworth Dale, Linby,
nottingranshire and ¥r. Harry Morion Neal of Creat Sarratt Fa2l1, Sarratt, Hertfordsnire
as the owners of the land under section 8(2) of the Act of 1965. :

I an required by regulation 30(1) of the Comzons Cemmisszioners Resulantions 1971 o
explain that a person aggrieved by this decizion.as bveiny erroneous in noins of 1

may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to nirm,

reqguire me to fate a case for the decision of se High Court. ‘
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.Dated this ig L day of Ul - 1973,

e (et 9‘*“‘"

Comuons Commisszioner



