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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965
- Reference Nos. 225/U/28
225/1/.
225/G/30

In the Matter of (1) Bradmoor Common,
(2) Pentney Common and (3) West Common, = - .
Pentney, West Norfolk District, Norfolk

DECISION

These references relate to the question of the ownership of lands known as

(1) Bradmoor Common, (2) Pentney Common, and (3) West Common, Pentney, West
ilorfolk District being the lands comprised in the Land 3ection of Register Unit:
(1) Ho. CL.204, (2) Ho. CL.205, and (3) Ho. CL.206 respectively in the Register
of Common Land maintained by the Norfolk County Council of which no person is
rezistered under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Tollowing uven the -ublic notice of these references Pentney Charity Trust
wrote saying that these three commons are administered by five local Trustees on
venalf of the »a sulunorq of the village of Fentney, and that under a schenme

A
drawn up in Aususi 1864 the Charity Commissioners exercise comtrol where
necessar oAl nI'es
cﬁnlwed )

umzably the freehold is invested with them. ilo other person
e “reelinli owner of the lands in question or to have information

arnose of inguiring into the guestion of the ownershin
on 27 Tovember 1975, it the hearing the following

-

nerzons heing 5T cf the Tentner Teoffee Charities namely Jlev. F.lui
Shyon {the incuibent Jor the Lime being of the —arish of Pentner, em-oificiol,
Trs L.T. Toulton, Jr Toa. (oore, lr C, Zeck and lir D Hancock were renresented by
S ! Sodds solici*or of Henneth Bush & Co Jolicitors of Kings'Lynn. Present
also

H

sas lr T,N. 71 who :ns been clerit of the Trustees since 1947 and cleris of
b

the Tentney FParish Council since 1033,

r Dodds nroduced:- {1) The Pentney Inclosure ict 1007 (47 Teo.B:sess.E:c.l?),

{2) % cony of the relevﬁnt sart of the .ward dated 9 June 1309 made under the 13C7
sCt,ard of the mav relerred to, {(3) & copy of the part relating to the Poor's
illoiments of Tentmey of the 1533 Report of the Commissioners inguiring into.

Charities, and (4} : copy (certified by the Chﬂrlty Conmissioners) of the 3cheme
made by them on 17 lugust 1354 in the mztter of the Charity called "The Feoffees
fharity, otherwise The Poor's lLand, The Fuel Allotment Charity, and Sawgers and
athers Tharity in the Parish of Pentney'". ir D Cubitt, solicitor who was represmting
the Zounty Council as registration authority,produced from the Custody of the
Council the said 1300 iward. Hr Ely vroduced 2 statement of account of the.

Pentne; Charity Trust for the year ended Z1 tlarch 1975.

Cn tie day after {he Hearlno, T wallzed the length of Bradmoor Common and on part
of Pentney Common.
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Bradmoor Common (CL.20%) contains about 20 acres, is on the northeast side of
the A4%7 road a short distance north of Narborough; a large part of this Common
is lake. Pentney Common (CL.205) and West Common (CL.206) together contain
about 40 acres, are on the opposite side of the road and are separated from
each other by the strip formerly used for the railway (now disused) between
King's Lynn and Norwich. Pentney Common is much overgrown with trees and scrub.

By the 1807 Act, the Commissioners were required to allot unto the Lord of the
Manor of Ashwood in Pentney, the curate of Pentney and the churchwardens and
overseers of the poor of Pentney "in Trust...such part of the said Commons and
Waste Grounds proper for the cutting of turves or flags within the said Parish of
Fentney as...shall be sufficient to provide...for the Inhabitanis...of every...
Dwelling-house or Cottage within the said Parish of Pentney not occupying lands
«o.0f more than the Yearly Value of Zight Pounds...a quantity not exceeding

Four Thousand Turves or Four Thousand rlagS...for Tiring in every year to or for
each and every such Inhabitant...'.

Ry the 1809 Award the Valuers allotted for the said purposes 40 acres bounded .
by the turnpike road on the northeast and 22 acres and 26 perches bounded by the
turnpike road on the southwest. The 1833 ?eport refers to this allotment. The
1865 3cheme, after reciting that the endowments of the Charity included (anong
cther property) two allotments awarded under the Pentney Inclosure ict and
containing fogether 350 acres 3 roods or thereabouts, vrovided that the legal
estate in the 32id land should vest in the CIficizl Trustee of Ziharity Lands

andé andproved the lcieme trerein set forili for the future regulation of the
Charities,

!r Codds mentioned =5 examples of acts of adninistration by the Tris
‘ b ol

during the second worlld war the sravel an roadnoor Common e
resultant noneyr invested for the “nrﬁoses ‘of the charitable trusts and
the nresent time *the shooting and fishing »igt and the rizht o q“th
in resnect of “entney Zommon have been.let on a1 rearly basis, and that U t

Common has heen Leoh Jor <razing -urroses, e said thiat tyoa co:veyancé'cat
1S Jdune 1972 the i Jorrd conwveyed %o the ftnan Trustees t 5

0
of iand formerl; uzed to thiz, the comsent of the Jharity Commitsioners
was ziven by order da

.
-

ir Zlv said (in e: L larze marvt of the income of the charities was
extended in urovi : e Yenefit of the Tarish (mueh as uas contemplated
by the 1307 \war Cany sider the bhird Tife of 3Jradmoor Usmtmon particularly
interesting.

Cn the evidence ou:ilined atove, I am satisiied that the Cfficial Tustodiarn for
Sharities, a8 succeassor under the Zharities et of 1040 of the 0fficial Trustee
of Charity Lands is the owner of all the lands comprised in these register units,
and I shall accordingly direct the lforfoll: Tounty Jouncil as reqistration
"authority to resister the Cfficiasl Custodian for Charities as the owner of tue
1lands under section S(2) of the Act of 1965. I am not concerned with the
ownershin of the railway strip, “nd I Luve 2o Jurisdicticn to sayr whether such
striv should or could now be rzgistered under fhe 1963 ict.
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I am reguired by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971

to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in point
of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent
to him, require me to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this Q/f-‘ day of December 1975

OL. G ﬂML..». I lte.

]

Commons Cormissioner



