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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference No. 225/U/8

In the Matter of The Green, Old Buckenham
Breckland District, Norfolk,

DECISICN,

~

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land
known as The Green, 0ld Buckenham, Breckland District being the land comprised
in the Land Section of Register Unit No. CL.63 in the Register of Common Land
maintained by the Norfolk County Council of which no perscon is registered under
section " of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference no rerson claimed
to be the freehold owner of the land in question and no person claimed to have
information as to its ownership,

T held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the
ownerchip of the land at Norfolk on 17 July 1975. At the hearing Mrs. Viola
Murielle Evans vas represented by Mr, J.R.5. Stilwell, solicitor of Halsey Lightly
% Hemslev, Solicitors of London, Miss Rosemary Bush of West View, 013 Zuckenham
vclunteered to give evidence.

The land ("the Unit Land") comprised in this Register Uni* contains
tout 40 acres. Tt is grass land (witl some trees) crossed by some
cads and for the most nart flat. Most o the houses of 014 Buckenhzm front
n oit. In the Rshts Section 1X rights of grazing and b rights to nlant lop a~d
712 trees {includinz one right of estovers) have been registered, and these
istr ins undisruted Dawé beccome final.
‘r5, Zvans ‘n oan affidavit sworn on 15 July 1975, szi

2 in effect):-
der daurhter of Mr, Lionel George Robinson, late of

d (
Q11 Puckenham

She iz the el
1211 (ne died on 20 July 1622), He owne@& considerable amount of proverty in and
arcund 01d 2uckenhanm and olsevhere in lorfolk including the Unit Land., In scone

h =

cannct now racall, the Tnit Land became vested in her; she
menticned unsuccessful inguiries she had made of solicitors about the tisle deeds,
In 1052, she sirned formal consents in favour of the Zastern Electricity Board

to the erecticn of or laying of wires, cables, zand poles over cor through

the "rit Land, elicving.she was the owner,and had each year received the arnual
rent thercunder (currently amousting to 2£2h.35 a year). She had never received
or nad notice of any ndverse clainm.

Mr, Stilwell in +the course of his evidence, produced & consents
sipned by Mrs. Ivans between 1952 and 1971 which had heen sent to his firm by
Tastern Tlectricity Roard, and an old document he had found ir his firm's strongroom
relating to "Lionel 7. Tobinson deceased" teing apparently a list of cottage tenants
on the 214 Puckerham Fstate, which showed thatsmall rents were being received
for "gdraenrizhts",
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Miss Bush in the course of her evidence said (in effect):- She is the
secretary and treasurer of the Old Buckenham Green Ri-~hts Ouners, a Society of which
Rev. A, Laithe (Rector of Quiderham and incumbent of A1l Souls Church, 01ld
Buckenham) is the chairman. She has lived in ©1d Buckenham 41 years (all her life).
At the beginning Of last June she discussed the ownership of the Unit Land with Captain
Humphrey Drurmond and he said that Hemsleys would claim ownership (I understood
that he is a relation of and acts for Mrs, Evans). She had seen the Minute Book |
(from about 1900 to date) kept of the meetings of the Green Rights Owners. Originally
there were 39 Rights; the Book records that Mr. L.G. Robinson zave up one of the
Rights (his) to enable the War Memorial to be built. She inherited her Right from
her  mother (see Entry No.ll). The Rights were now pooled: one farmer grazed his
cattle exclusively payin; rent to all the other Richts Cwners (as treasurer
she received this rent); the money so received has been and will be spent on the
improvement of the Uni* Land (e.g. renewing a brick drain damaged by tree roots).

In the carly 1950's, some of the Rizhts Owners suggested that the Urit Land be
ploughed up and resceded with =raczs; wart of the Unit Tand was ploughed up
accordingly; people who had not got Rights sot in contaet with Mrs. Evans because

they knew that the Rights Owners were not entitled to the soil: she ordered (so it
was locally understood; probably not personally but by letter) the rart ploughed up

to be restor~d and this was donej; th~ Village by so acting in effect acknowledged that
she was in a position to zive this instruction. The 3Secciety “i.e. The Oreen Ri-hts
Owners) acimouledged !irs. Evanc to be the owner of the Unit Land.

On this evidenze I um catisfiasd that lirs. Evans i3 the ovmer of the mit Land

and I shall accordingly ‘dreck the llorfolk County Council as recistration authority,
to register lrs. Violx Murielklivans of 22 Taton Mansions, Sloane Szuare, London, 341
s the owrer of *the land undef section B(2) cf the Act of 1945,

I am required oy regulation Z0(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations
1271 to explzain that 2 person agrrieved bty “hiz decizion as Leing erroneous in point
of law =may, within 5 weeks from the date on which notice of the dicision in zent
te kin, reguire me tz stats 2 case For the dscisicn of theo Tish Court.

Lated this Lf/[ —_— day cf Mft 1975,

Cx .a gac@&- Flles .

Commons Commissicner.




