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COLLI0NS REGISTRATICN ACT 1965
Reference No, 268/U/62

e

In the lLatter of Premington High and Low Common,
Reeth, Richmondshire D., llorth Yorkshire

DECISIOCH

This reference relates to the question of the ownerskip of land known as Fremington
High and Low Common, ~Reeth, Richmondshire Distric% being the land comprised in the
Land Section of Register Unit No. CL.146 in the Register of Common Land maintained

by the North Yorkshire County Council of which no person is registered under section 4
of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner. ' ’

Following upon the pﬁblic notice of this reference Reeth Parish Council claimed the
1and in question; no other persons claimed to be the freehold owier, or to have
information as to its ownership. : ¢

T held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the owvnarship of
the land at Richmond on 31 October 1974. At the hearing, Reeth Parish Council were
represented by Mr . Sunter their chairman and by Miss Es7Pedley fheir clerke On the
‘day after the hearing I inspected the land.

The land {"the Unit Land") comprised in this Register Uni%t is in two parts (both

about 1/4 of a mile north of High Frenington): the east part is a disused quarry in

+he side of ihe hill about 60 yards wide and abeut 90 yards deep and includes the

1ane on its southwest side for a distance of about 40 yards from the south corner

ane for a distance of about 250 yards frem its west corner; the west part is also a
disused quarry in the side of the hill (a 1ittle lower -down) about 110 yards wide

and about 75 yards deep and includes a lane or grass track on its gouthwest side for

2 .distance of about 60 yards frem its gouth corner and for a distance of about 600
yards from its west corner. The registration was made in consequence of an application
to register a right (which being undisputed has beccme final) to quarry stone and to

graze 3 cous over the Unit Land.

iiigs Pedley who bas all her life (66 years) lived in Grinton (a village about half

a mile to the south) and has been clerk of the Parish Council for more than 15 years,
in the course of her cvidence said (in effect):~ The east part and the west part have
always been known as "the High Common" and "the Low Common". They are recognised by
the people of the Parish as belonging to the Parish. The Parish Council successfully
objected to an attempt by a looal farmer to anclose ons of ths partss ile gate

opjected To was removed.

notwltaotanaing Ine DTOVLTY of tns evidenca of flas Pedley and the absence or any
evidence that the Farish Council has {except on the ono oocgsion above mentioned),
ever aons anything Io tao Unit Lang, having seen tne lena, 1 can { <hink proveriy
glva ertect to what aha sald. Botn parts aprear to be disuged quarrieg, suoch as would
in the pazt have boen used genasrzlly Dy Tae looal innaoitanis; one of the parts (Ine
west) 18 on the Hagiater map (0,5, 1956 edition) marked "Cormon Qarry™; there is no
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apparent reagson for treating tho parts differently. DBodh parts are opcn and
“unfencad and appoar to be public property. Parish councils as the successors

of ihe churchwarlens and overseers, are tie proper persons to neold parish properiys
see Doe v. Hilev (1830) 10 3 & € 885, Doe_ v. Terry (10835) 4 A & 2 274, Haizgk v.
West 1693 2 <8 19 a% page 21, and the Overscers Crder 1927 (S.R. & 0. 1927 lic. 555.
Having regard %o these ccnsiderations, I am satisfied that th¢ Parish Council are
. the owners of the land and I shall accordingly direct the North Yorkshire Ccunty
Council as regictration authoriiy, to register Reeth Parish Council as the owner

of the land under scction 8(2) of the Act of 1965.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of ithe Comrmons Cummissicncrs Regulations 19T1
to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in point
of law may, within 6 weecka from the date on which notice of the decision is sent
to him, require ime to state a case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated this - ‘?/c . day of 7""’”7 ' | -{.975
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- Commong Commiscioner

Vacvelad Dapar



