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- 'oa'::-:ox\s 'RTGISTRATION ACT 1965

'ifTA _ Reference No,45/U0/214

: In the Matier of 014 Gravel Pit, New Fill Field,
Great Heck, Oseoldcrosz 2.D., Yorkshire Yest Ridinr

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as 0ld Gravel
Pit, Wew kill Field, Great Heck, Heck, Osgoldcross Rural District being the land
comprised in the Land Section of Rezister Unit No.CL.414 in the Rerister of Common
Land maintained by the West Riding County Council of which no person is re~1s»ered
under section & of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

following upen the nublic notice-of this reference Balne Parish Council cleimed to
be the freehold owner of the land in gquestion and no otzer person claimed to have
information as to its owvmership.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the questien of the ownership of
the land at Waokefield on 5 February 197%. -At the hearing Balne rarish Council were
represented by Hr. J. R. Maylor, their cleri.

Fr. Naylor who was born in 1916 in the Village, lived there until 1540 and fron
1955 onwards and has been clerk of the Parish Council since 1867, save evidence.

 The land ("the Unit Land™): accordinz to the Register raovi

(o little le;s tn an 1 acres) is now grass land let by the

ccunier of Wingmill House { a few yorcés to the north: zariie
wiio (among oiher activities) keeos moultry.
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I». lavlor produced a cony (dated 10 December 1890) of an extiract Irom an .uward
giating <o uhe tovnship of Dalne dated 1 June 1775 centaining an alloiment In

tese words:- Ve set out and azpoint one acre and fwoe roods of lznd parcel of
trhe Sew Mill Field in the Towmzhiy of Grezt . Heck and Little Zecl: for geiting of
Sicne, Gravel, 3and, and other nmaterials for renairing the Hoads znd ways set out
by viriue of the said Act or other zncient Roads within the said Townchin of Zain,
and for the use of the Inhabitanis of the said Towmshin of Za2in and bounded by lond
herein awzrded to the inhaditants of the =aié Towmsain of Great llesclk and Litile Rec
for getiing gravel for rerairing the Rwads within the said Township of Jrezt Hecx
and Lﬁt e ieck towards the north ... and by a vublic hnizhway herein awarded and

ENl
.

called Jo“.e:racv Road towards the wesi

Fr. FPickerspiil who was renresenting the County Council as registratiion auntnority

zroduced from the Vest Aiding Deeds Repistry a bound volume containing a comrlete

copy oi the Award showing that it was nzde for the towmsihins ¢f rollingion, Laln,
bl tl"

whitley and Vhitley Thorpe, Grea

leck znd Litile Zeclk in the nzrishes of Snail
and Kellington pursuant to a 177 i

nclosure net (12 Geo. 3. ¢. ceevii



The 1772 Act. not only authorised an all otment such as that above aquoted, but also
provided (stoting its effect shortly) that 'tke herboge should vest in the Surveyor
of the llighways in trust to let the same and aﬁnly uhe rent received IO“ the repair
of the Aighways. : P, .

Mr. Faylor identified the land S0 allottcd with the Unlt Land, explaining that uhen

" the Parish Council applied for its registration under the 1965 Act they agreed the
north boundary with the Lieck Parish Counc11 Yhen he was a boy the Unit Land and the
adjoining land on the north (apparently that allotted for Feck) appecred to be-one’
quarry: all hills and hoies without any distinction between the parts allotted for
Balne and that allotted for Heck; he remembered going there to dig out gravel.

Between 1950 and 19GC the Parloh Council sold the remaining cravel under the Unit
Land to gravel operators who levelled it off and seeded iii from them the Perish
- Council received between £100 and £150. ' It was then (before lr. ilaylor became clerk)
that as above nentloned and ever since the Parish Council khave received tbe rent.

On the evidence outllned above, I conclude that the Parish Counc1l are in nossessxon
of the Unit Land, and that whether or not under the Award they or some other local
authority would,_apart from such possession, be owners, it is now practically certain
that their possession will never be sucdcessfully disputed.

session in such circumstances is egquivalent ito owmership and I am therefore
i ed that the. Parish Council are the owmers of the Unit Landé, and I shall
n3ly direct the lest ?1u1nr County Council, as registration authority, to
r Balne Parish Council as the owner of the land wnder seciion 3(2) of the act
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I an recuired by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulati
explain that a person agsrived by this fecision as being erroneous in v

P
nay, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent to jalnl
recuire me o stofe a2 czse for the decision o; the Zigh Court.

Dated 'i:b;is . s /t day of ﬁc'/ﬂl“ 1674,

Commons Commissioner



