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In the Matter of Victoria Jubilee Pump,Dacre,
North Yorkshire

TECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land knovn as Victoria
Jubilee Pump, Dacre Banis, Dacre being the land comprised in the Iand Section of
RAegister Unit Ho. CL 390 in the Register of Common Land maintzined vy the former
Viest Riding of Yorkshire Ceunty Council of which no person is registered under
secticn 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

FTollowins upon the public notice of this reference no person claimed to be the
frociaold ovmer of the land in question and no one claimed o have information as
to its ovmership.

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the ownership
of ine land at Harrogate on 10 iy 1977.

At the hearing the Dacre Parish Council was represented by lx J Love, one of iis
(=3

2
nenkers.
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e Tove informed me thet the land in question had been presented to the parish in

1Z87 by the then lord of the manor, but that no conveyance can now be found.

owever, an electric pump nas been placed in the well and this has been mzintained

by the Parish Council since 1955. This, in my view, would be sufficient %o constituie
posceosion of the land on which to base @ possessory title were it not for th
rrovisions of s.124 of the Pablic Healtn dct 1936, bty wnich all public pumps and

other works used for the gratuitous supply ¢f water to the inhavitants of any purt
of o digtrict of a local azuthority are vested in the auihority. The loczl authority

for tre purposes of the Act of 1935 is now the Farrogate Borough Council, and in
my view nothinz that the Parish Council has done has had the effect of ousiing the

siziutory title.
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For these reasons I am satisfied that the Harrogate Borough Council is ithe owmer

of the land, and I shall accordinzly direct the iloria vorizsnire Couniy Council, as
resistration authorily, to register the Borough Council as the owner of ithe land under
czesion §(2) of the Act of 1955.

I zn reguired by reguleation 30(7) of the Commons Comaissioners Regulatlons 1871 to
expizin thut a porson zrgrieved by tiis decislon as oveing erroneous in point of law
per, within & weeks from the date on wnich neoiice of the decision is sent to nim
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recuire me to state a case for the decision of the digh Coucrt.
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Chief Commons Commissioner



