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CUliUNS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 .
Reference No 27/U/55

In the Matter of Church Point
llewbigpin-by-the-sea Urban District
Northumberland

DECISTION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as
Church Point, Wewbipgin-by- the-sea Urban District being the land comprised in the
Land Section of Rerister Unit Ho CL.27 in the Recister of Common Land maintained by
the dorthumberland County Council of which no person is recistered under section &4
of the Commions Kewistration Act 1965 sas the owner.

¢'nllowing upon the public notice of tiis reference Newbiggin-by-the.sea Urban District
Youncil claimed to be the freehold owner of the land in question and no other person
claimad to lhave information as to its owmership.

I held a hearing for the purnose of innuiring into the question of the ownership
of the land at Hewenstle upon Yyme on 4 april 1973, The hearing was attended by the
fiewhijgmin-by- the-sea Urban District Council who were rcpresented by Mr R Hughes:
he is and since June 1967 hag been their clerk and chief financial officer,

br t'nches in the course of his evidence nroduced a deed of gift dated 13 Uctober 1962
and mide between (1) drs L U Fills, hr J Knott and Fr G R Storey ("the lonors") and
(2) the Council. DIy this deed, after reciting that the mround thereinafter described
was then (inter-alin) vested Ln.éhp Donors in fee simvle as trustees of the if'reeholders
of the dvewbi.gin- by. the-sea Lords of the Manor,that the Council was desirmis of carrring
nit aertain works enntemnlated by a scheme under the foast Protection Act 1949 and that
to ensble the. Commeil to proceed with such works the Donors had agreed to make a
conveyance by way of pift to the Council of the said ground, it was witnessed that in
considerntion of the covenants thereinafter contained the Danors converved the pieces of
ecround therein described to the Council,

#ir linphes identified the land counrised in this Rersister Unit as one of the pieces
of pround so conveyed, It is rougsh grass land exmosed to the sea in front.of
5t bartholomaw's Church, a landmark visible from far out at sea. The Council have kpnt
the land in order, provided notice boards prohibiting camping and the parking of motor
cars and renernlly nreserved it as an amenity for the District.

“Yhe recital in the deed of the title of the Donors is unusal, I ean I think without
inquirine into their title as it stood in 1962, pronerly conclude that the Council are
nov in poussession of the land and that it is practically certain that their possession
vill nuver by disturbed. Possession in such circumstances is eouivalent to ownershinp,

vor these reasons I am saotisfied that the Council is the owner of the land, and I
shzll accordingly direct the forthumberland County Council, as registration authority,
to reristor liewbissin-by-the-dea Urban District Council as the owrn.» of the land under
soctinon 3(2) of the sAct of 1965,
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. T am required by regulation 30(1) of the Comuons Commissioners Rerulations 1971
to explain that a person apgprieved by this decision as being erroneocus in voint of law
may, within & weeks from-the date on which notice of the decision is sent to him,

require me to state a case for the decision of the lligh Court,

Dated this iz /C day of M‘"J 1973

Commons Commissioner



