| CCrMONS RIGISTRATION ACT 1965

Reference No, 27/U/65

In the Matier of Lowick Common, Lowick,
Berwick-upon=Tweed D,, Northumberland

DECISICH

Twis reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known &s
Lowick Common, Lowiclk, Berwicl-upon-Tweed District (formerly @endale Rural
District) being tae land comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit No.
CL. 11 in the Register of Common Land maintained by the Northumberland County
Council of which no person is registered under Section L of tze Commons
Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

Following upon the public notice of this reference, no persoa claimed to be the
freehold owner of the land in gquestion and no perscn claimed to have inforzation
as to its ownership. : .

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into tke question of the ownersikip
of the land a2t Berwick-ugon-Tweed on 9 July iG74. At the hearing, Lowick
DParish Council were represanted by Mr. T. Johnson, their clerk,

M, P, Bates who has lived in the parish since 1939 (he is now 39 years old),
has been a member of the Parish Council for 3 years and is now in his second year
a chairman, in the course of his evidence produced: - (1) a Torzm of Scheme under
the Cormons Act 1899 for the management of the 'piece of land with ponds, parks
ané roads thereon commonly known as Lowick Common''i (2) Bye laws made by
Glendale Rural Disztrict Council on 9 April 1903 with respect of Lowick Common,
being the Common referred to in the Scheme aporoved under the 1899 Act oz 10
Novamber 1902; (3) a letter dated 26 Séptember 1663 by which in effect the
Parish Council were notified-that the Rural District Council had delezated their
duties in connection with Lowick Common to the Parish Council; and (4) a letter
dateé 7 June 1974 from Mr. R.i. Gard, County Archivist of the Northumberland
County Record office referring to the Lowick Moor Enclosure Award of 1724 and to
ihe Lowick Parish Title Award of 1847 and map of 1846 apd enclosing a copy of

a letter dated 10 April 1967 written by himself to Mr. Johnscn, a letter dated
5 June 1967 and written by Rev. A. Robson (Vicar of Lowick), of a letter dated

7 June 1967 written by him (Mr. Gard) ,of the 1846 Tithe map and of the inset
plan (showing the Village of Lowick in detail) thereto. '

Mp. Bates said (in effect):~ The land comprised in this Reglister Unit is locally
lmown as Lowick Common. It is south of and adjourns the Village, being boundead
on the east.by a side road leading frem the Village to Wooler, on the South by

a ditch (with farm land on the other side), on the west and corth (a zigzagz
boundary) by a track (with houses on the other side), by the wall of the United
Reformed Churck (formerly tné Presbyterian Chapel), by the grounds of a house
(formerly the Manse ) and by a street (with houses on the other side). Ever
simce he first knew Lowick Cemmon until a few years ago it had been derelict
lznd. The Parish Council Minute Book over the years contairedmany references

to it, the Council being concerzed with complaints about the deposit of‘rubbish,
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the beraviour of gypsies and unauthorised g"a.a:._.‘_,. In 1672, the RPural
Council, at the recuest of tie Farish Council, landscaped iy, making the
goound reascnably Ilat (the east part slopes up to the road, where there is

or used to be an outcrop of rock), reseeding the grass and nlartin~ seme trees:
the expenses were provided three quarters by a grant froz the Depariment of the
Eavironment and one quarter by the District Cou:czl. S*qce this landscaping,
the Rural District Council Awemoioxd \ﬂﬁrks Department) have, under an
azreezent made with the Parish Counc1l, _oyéd the grass.
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In his letter of 5 June 196? the Vicar said:~  "Throughout the life time of th
oldest inrobitanis of Lowick, the land ... has been called Tre Cozmon axnd ...
under the conirol. of the Parish Council. It is an uneven piece of ground, iz
area =bout two acres, and may have been &uarrled at soze time: ... we should be
grateful if you (Mr. Gard) could look further to the natter of its owne"snlo

r, Gard in his letter said (in effect): that owick Coz=on is in the 1856 Award,
not atiributed to any private ownership. lNr. Bates jdentified Lowick Common with
- unnumbered open space on th 1845 inset map; the Preshyterian Chapel is '
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therecn marked 'Meeting House''; some of the surrownding kouses are now diiferen
but generaily the layout of the surrourding land was in 1845 much as now.
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Mp. Gard said that the 1724 Award, apart from a reference to a limestone gquarrsy
in a place called Middle Lane, allotted all Lowick Moor to private persons. MNr.
Bates said that the land so,th of the Villa ge 1s still k:oun as Lowlck Hoor.

Tne Disirict Council have made no clain to ov:ersnlﬁ, and I therefore assute that
their activities in relation to Lowick Comzon have been done, not on their own
account in exercise of any supposed riuht of ownership, but cn behzlf of the
DParish Council as being the local authority entitled to coz atrol. On the evidence
outlirad sbove, I conclude that the Parish Council are now and kave been for maxy
vears in possession of Lowick Common and tkat it is practically certain thav

such possessicn will not be disturted.. Possession in such circumstances is

ecual to owznership. :

For thece weasons I am satisfied that the Parish Council are the owners of the land
ard I shall accordingly direct t“e Yorthumberland County Council, as registration
autrority, to register Lowick Parish Council as the ovners of the la“d urnder

Sectlon 3(2) of the Act of 1965. :

I am required by revulatloﬂ 30 (1) of t“e Cozmons Commlssioners ?egu’atﬂons 1971
to explain thkat a person aggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in voint ot
law may, within six weeks from the date on which notice of the decisien is sent

to nim, require me to state a case for the Eigh Court.

Dated this IS . day of \7;(7 ' 1674

CCMMCNS CCHMISSIONIR




