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COMMCNS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 . - Refereace iios. 233431
233/5/72
233/0/53

In the Matter of (1) 0.3. llo. 5, .
(2) 0.3. Mo. 504, and (3) 0.3. lo. 21,
Drummers <noh, Claii=de, Rushton,
Staffordshire Moorlands District,
Staffordsaire :

-
DICLIICN

This reference rclates to the guestion =f the ownership of lands being (1) C.S.
No.5, (2) 0.S. ¥o. 504 and (3) 0.S. io. 21 ‘and known as Drummers Knob, Cloudside,
Rushton, Staffordshire Moorlands DJistrict, being the landscomprised in the Lan
Section of Register Unit (1) No. CL. 73, (2) No. CL. 79 and (3)7CL. 80 reSﬁectlvely
in the Register of Common Land maintained by the Staffordshire County Council of
which no gperscn is registered under section # of the Ccmmons Registration Act 1965
as the owner. : ' '

Following upon tic public notice of this reference no person ¢lainm ed to be the
freehold owner of the lands in question and no person claimed to have 1nfo-ﬂatlon
as to their ownercahip.’

I held a hearing for the purpose of inquiring into the question of the ownership
of the larcs at 3iafford on 12 February 197G. At the nearing Rushton Parish Council
were represented by ifr i Harrison one of their members. :

4r Harricon wnho is also a member of Jtaffordsnire Moorlands District Council and

has lived all his life (61 years) in the Parisn, in the course. of his eviderce said
(in effect):- These three nicces of land (all nex:t each other) are rough rocky grass,
with heather, and are-very hilly. -They are at or near the highest pnoint of tle ‘
Congleton-Leek main road, at the south end of the Cloud Ridge (4he Staffordshire-
Cheshire end of the Pennines). The pieces are a local beaty Enat; from them there

is a view of the surrounding countryside; many motorists stop nearby, to walk up

the Knob and see- this view. The nieces are said to have bcen named in memory of a
drummers boy, brouglt here by Bonnie Prince Charlie. The Parish Council malntaln

no tlonlng nctices, and had done s0 as lon; as ne could remember.

On thechy after thie heering, I walked over the three pieces. Their appearance is
extraordinary; although much of piece i0. S04 is a roadside waste, all three pieces
can sensibly be regarded as one arca of open heathery-rocky land for which tre name
"Knob" is not inappropriate; they will I suppoge, veing at a road junction, always
attract travellers as a place for a nleasant stop. I cannot imagine how tliey can
‘ever have heen otherwise. The notices are in these words: "Rushton Parish Council:
any person depositing refuse on or caucing damage to this land will be proseccuted:
by order of the Council". From these notices, I conclude that the Parish Council
aré in nossession, and from the notices having been there for many years, I conclude .
also that it is practically certain that their possescion will not ve disturbed.
Possession in such circumstances isejuivalent to ovmership.
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For these reasons I am satisfied that the Parish Council ‘are the owners of the
lands and I shall accordingly dirsct the Siafferdghire County Youncil, as
registration authority, to register lushton Yarish Council as the owners of the
lands under section 8{(2) of the Act of 1965.

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Rezulations 1571
to explain that a person aggrieved by this decision as being grroneous-in'noint
of law may, within 6 weeks from the date on which notice of the decision is sent
to him require me to state a case for the decision of the iigh Court.

Dated this /b /& cay of flevs — o 1976 -
L ' ol an ﬁ""i‘" T
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Commons Commissioner



