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COMMONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965
Referencs Vo, 234/@/48

In the Matter of The First Meadow in
Brent Zleigh Road, Lavenham,
Babergh District, Suffolk

DECISION

This reference relates to the question of the ownership of land known as

The First Meadow in Brent Zleigh Road, Lavenham, Babergh Districi deing the land
comprised in the Land Section of Register Unit Ho. CL 21 in the Register of Common
Land maintained by the Suffolk County Council of which no person is registered
under section 4 of the Commons Registration Act 1965 as the owner.

following upon the public notice of this reference no person claimed to be the
freehold owner of the land in question and no person claimed to have information
as to itz ownership.

ilr Commissioner C A 3ettle GC held a hearing for the purpcse of incuiring into
the quesiion of the owmership of the land at Ipswich on 12 January 1979, There

waS M0 appearancs at She nearing and his decision dated .2 February 1979 was snorily
. . . 7 . N . .
afterwards sent %o (amonz sthers) lavenham Parish Council,
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fune 1972 on the application of Lavennam Parish Council, IIr Jommissicner Settle
ed that nis decision Je withdrawn and the hearing reopened., “
1d 2 nearinz Tor the nurpose of inguiring into the question 27 the ownership

the land at Ipswich on I October 1279. At *he hearing Lavenhaz Parish Council
;jere revresentad oy r A 5 Toster 3olicitor of 3teed & 3teed, Solizitors of Sudbury.
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“he Jai: Land") in 3his Register imit iz the north and Ireater nart
gn's 3action there is 2

af =z rignt zttached %o the
tle, and this right »ein
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The land
(pernaps 7/0ths of She wnols) of O3 lie. 23%. In the 2i
registration {made sn the application of fr C 7 Steed)
 Prior Farm and 5o the Glebe Farm o sraze 3 head of cat

undisputed zas beccme final.

-1

JIr foster in the course of nis evidence produced: (1) 2 conveyancs dated 23 September 12
sy which Rev H Xennedy anc others as trustees of the Zdward Coleman Charity pursuant

to an order dated 5 July 12317 =nd made oy *he Charity Commissioner, and on oehalf of
the Official Trustee of Charity Lands conveved to Mr H C 3teed land in Lavenham
containing la. 2r. 27p. and deing 03 Yo. 259, as coloured pink on the plan annexed;

and {2) a conveyance dated 2 September 1940 by which fIr H C Steed being desirious

cf conveying the said 1237 zonveyance land to the Parish Council for the purpose

of a recreation zround for he venerit of the inhabitants of Lavenham subject to
certain commonable rights over part thereof thereinberfore mentioned, conveyed the

same accordingly.

My Foster who xmew the Unit Land said it is used as a recreation zround; it has a
child play zround on it with climbing frames and adventure equipment.
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Miss K Ransom who has lived in the parish all her life (61 years), been a member
of the Parish Council for the last 18 years and is and has been for the last

2% years their chairman, said (in effect):— the land (0S Wo. 259) was in 1940
bought with money from the sale of Washmere Green (just outside Lavenham); only
part of the land (0S No. 259) is sunject to rights of common ovecause

Washmere Green is smaller and the commonable right formerly over Washmere Creen
only extend: over part, The Parish Council look after the Unit lLand; the clerk
and she as chaimman go there regularly; the Council pay for the upkeep and the
inspection of the adventure and other play ecuipment there.

On this evidence I am saiisfied that the Parish Council are the owners of the land,
and I shall accordingly direct ithe 3uffolk County Council, as rezistration
authority, to register Lavenham Parish Council as the owner of :ihe land under
section 3(2) of the Act of 1963,

I am required by regulation 30(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971

to explain that o person 2ggrieved by this decision as being erroneous in point of
law may, within © weeks Irom the date on which notice of the decision is sent o
him, require me to state 2 case for the decision of the High Court.

Dated thiz 22A~4 —— day of Octoten 1979
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sommons Commiszsioner



