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' COMTIONS REGISTRATION ACT 1965 Reference No. 236/C/145

661.

In the Matter of Manor of Wbtton (part))
Wotton, Surxrey -

L - DEcIsION .

. This reference relates to the question of the ownershln of ladd known ag lanor

of Wotton {part), Cranleigh, being the part of the land comprised in the Land
Section of Register Unit No. CL 48 in the Register of Common Land maintained
by the Surrey County Council of which no person is registered under section A
of the Commons Reglstra+lon Act. 1065 as thz owner.

Followl ng upon the public notice of this reference Mr J P I H Evelyn claimed to

be the freehold owner of the land in questlon and no other person claimad to
have information as to tis ownership.

I held a hearing for the purpose. of-lnqplrlng 1nto the questlon oF tbe ownerahln
of the land at Gulldford on’ 14 D=cember 1979 1_

At the hraring I.gave'leaveafor-Mr-Evelyn to YBe represented by his agent, Mr P
C Trower. The matter was adjourned and the-hearing resumed in Londeon on 24

March 1582, when Mr Evelyn was represented by Mr ? Droop, Solicitor,

Mr Zvelyn claims to be uhe owner of tha land the subject of the referencs by

virtue of being the lord of ths manor of Votfon.

Tha mznor-of Wotton was purchased by George Evelyn in 1579, but it is ne*
nccessary to trace Mr J P M H Evelyn's title as far back as that. For ihe
urpos2s of these proceedings it is sufficient t6 go back to the will of William
Jo:n Evelyn, proved on 7 August 1908, by which he devised {inter alia) his
freehold manors to the uses and subject to the powers and provisicns tharein
declared. 3By a vesting deed dated 8 iarch 1928 the then itrusteas of that will,
havirg regerd to the vprovisions of ithe Settled Land Act 1925, vesied in Cecil
John Alvin Bvelyn all the settled vroperty subject to the limitations or trusts
£ ths will.. By a conveyance dated 9 August 1965 there was converz2d to ¥r J P
i 7 Dvelyn all the property declarsd to have been vested in C J A Zvelyn by .
virtus of the vesting deed of 8 larch 1326 with certain excepiions which are rnot
zatarial for the purposes of these proceedings. That the manors waich were
devisad by W J Evelym's will 1nc1uﬁnd that of Wotton is proved by the fa"t that
the docunents relating to the Tvelym Fstate dep031+ d ir th2 Surrery Coun
Record Office include the court rolls of the manor of Wotion from 1720 to 1930;
Th

% land the subject of the reference falls within the classic dof;niuio* of
"waste land" enunciated by Watson, B. in Att, Gen. v Hanmer (1855), 27 L.J. Ch.

€37, and that it is parcel of tne ranor of YWouton is showm by a p an of the manax
rmade in 1503 ‘

M= J 2 ¥ Evelym is in receipt of payments for gronts of two easaﬂ—ﬂ*s and several

annual licences of sporting rights and wavleaves over the land in question.

. . -
On this ‘evidence I am satisfied that Mr J PHM H Bvelym is the ownasr of the land,
and T shall accordinglyr direct the Sur:zy County Council, as registration
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authorit
Azt of 1

T az raquired by regulation 3
to explain that a perspﬁ agsT
of lazw may, within 6 weeks fr
to nim, rzguire me to state a

the "owner of the land under section 8(2) of the

+

0(1) of the Commons Commissioners Regulations 1971
ieved by this decision as be2ing erronsous in voint -
om the date on which noktice of the dscision is seni
case for the decision of the High Court.
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